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Given Kesponse 


First Returns From Congregations 
Indicate Determination to Maintain 


Work in Orphaned 
Mission Fields 


heran 


By Assistant Director Paul C. Empie 


Tue first responses to the appeal for 
money to maintain mission fields cut off 
from support by the European war are 
distinctly encouraging. Although only 
a few of the actual offerings in money 
have as yet passed from local treas- 
urers to the treasury of the National 
Lutheran Council, and probably in 
many instances have not yet been 
gathered in the congregations, some re- 
ports have trickled in that indicate a 
successful final result. The Lutheran 
Church in America is aroused as it has 
not been aroused by any previous 
crisis, and all of the signs point to a 
manifestation of this interest in terms 
of money. 

One congregation, fairly large, has 
already reported over $1,500 raised, 
with more coming in. Several others 
have reported over $1,000 raised to 
date. Several small congregations of 
less than a hundred members have re- 
ported an offering which averaged over 
one dollar per confirmed member. Some 
of these have large debts on their build- 
ings, and all have the same demands 
made upon them that we have. 


Pastor’s Personal Gift 

One letter which thrilled me was 
from a pastor in Pennsylvania. He en- 
closed a check for $100 as a personal 
gift from himself and his wife. I know 
this pastor. His circumstances are not 
better than those of the average pastor. 
I know that that gift left a hole in his 
available cash. Can’t more of us match 
that? 

We know of several organizations 
that emptied their treasuries into Lu- 
theran World Action. One ladies’ Bible 
class figured it out this way: “The 
normal budget of these orphaned mis- 
sions is five times the $500,000 asked. 
If these missionaries can get along on 
one-fifth of their normal requirements, 
we ought to match it by giving them 
four-fifths of the money in our treas- 
ury.” This they did. 

Dr. Knubel, Dr. Long, Dr. Boe, and 
Dr. Wentz, who represent the American 
section of the Lutheran World Conven- 
tion, met in New York November 19 to 
discuss the grave situation which exists 
in the Lutheran Church everywhere. 
They ask us to keep pushing this thing 
until it reaches successful completion. 


Anything else would be disastrous to 
our mission work abroad; it would be 
a still more staggering blow to our spir- 
itual power at home. 

Your gifts will still be needed and 
acceptable after Christmas. Many con- 
gregations are carrying this matter over 
until the Epiphany or Lenten seasons. 
There is no objection to this, just as 
long as the matter is presented sin- 


cerely and forcefully, in every congre- 


gation. While we have suggested pre- 
viously a standard whereby a pastor 
may set a goal for his congregation, a 
good response may be either more or 
less than such a goal, as long as it rep- 
resents his best. How shall we deter- 
mine our best? It is the amount we 
have left that tells the story. 


Non-essentials Cited 

Beyond the purchasing power of 
money given and spent to maintain the 
work in the fields distant from the 
United States, there is the satisfaction 
which can be derived from the fact 
that the church has not permitted its 
eyes to be blinded by luxuries. The 
world has had some grounds for point- 
ing the finger of scorn at the attitude of 
many Christians when they are com- 
pelled to choose between indulgence in 
habits and in forms of amusement in 
order to have the resources to support 
the work of their Lord. There has been 
during the past months of 1940 the cus- 
tomary indulgence in non-essential 
habits. The use of tobacco, the patron- 
age of commercialized forms of recrea- 
tion, and the indulgence in luxuries 
continue. But no doubt those who are 


seriously facing the desperate condi- 


tion of their fellow believers in Europe 
and elsewhere are willing to decrease 
the support of what is worldly and un- 
necessary in order that what is part of 
the Kingdom of God and essential to 
the salvation of their fellowmen can 
be maintained. It is true that many 
pastors have been confronted with the 
usual list of alibis and excuses. They 
should not yield to these but be insis- 
tent in order that neglect to declare the 
whole counsel of God may not rest upon 
their consciences. There are times when 
pleasures must be reduced to a min- 
imum in order that essentials may be 
raised to a maximum of support. 
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December 4, 1940 


In 
the 
Gospels 


DecemsBerR 1, 1940! Another Advent season! Another 
festival of the Nativity of the Son of God soon to be 
celebrated! Once again to millions of listening ears the 
Gospel’s message will be spoken. “Tell ye the daughter 
of Zion, behold thy King cometh unto thee.” In Roman 
Catholic and in Lutheran churches the Gospel for the 
day describes the public entry of Jesus into the city of 
Jerusalem. In large parts of five continents bells in 
church steeples will call the people to meet Him of 
Whom His forerunner said: 


Whose fan is in His hand; 

He will thoroughly purge His floor 

And gather His wheat into His garner; 

He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. 


The churches are the messengers of God’s Messiah to 
man—the heralds to whom has been committed the proc- 
lamation of the divine will. Surely there is something 
that should be said to the leaders of the nations and to 
every person who has any responsibility for the con- 
tinuation of this war and its extension over more terri- 
tory than is now affected. The righting of wrongs and 
the regaining of power by the slaughter of innocent peo- 
ple cannot bring other than disaster upon all who par- 
ticipate. Herod’s policy of saving his kingdom by put- 
ting to death the babies in the region of Bethlehem came 
to fruitage when Roman armies laid the walls of Jeru- 
salem level with the ground and the people within them. 

It is not partisanship nor disloyalty, but the plain 
message of Scripture that empowers the church leaders 
and the church people of Germany to bring to the atten- 

: 


Is 
God’s 
Warning 


tion of Mr. Hitler and his counsellors that God will have 
the final word in the conclusion of their struggle. It is 
neither cowardice nor fear of their enemy’s superior 
preparedness that justifies the churches of Great Britain 
in appealing to Mr. Chamberlain and his cabinet to be- 
ware of vengeance as a motive for continued exposure 
of women and children to the ruthless raids that occur 
almost nightly over areas as extended as lie within the 
capacity of planes and ships to travel. Not as Germans, 
not as British, but as Christians the churches must de- 
liver the Advent message to those whose strife with 
each other has put both of them into rebellion against 
God. Of such strife there can be only one issue—the 
complete annihilation of all the benefits from the Gospel 
during the past ten centuries. 

We have the boldness to confront the church leaders 
and the church members of the United States with a 
practical question. It is this: Dare we let this year’s 
Advent season go by without bearing witness to those 
responsible for this war that it can bring no permanent 
rewards to those involved? We are entitled to our ideas 
as to its causes, and we can even consider a degree of 
participation. But every teaching of our Lord dictates 
the proclamation by participants and nonparticipants 
alike that the things of God have become involved be- 
yond further patience with man’s selfish pleas. In short, 
it is time for Christians singly and in groups to take the 
role of prophets and to bid the nations compose their 
differences ere Jehovah’s power smites them to save 
His innocents from spiritual as well as material de- 
struction. 
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Ie Chinn in The News 


Where the Time Goes 

THE way the hours are spent by the average minister, 
who is doing his work faithfully in the average parish, 
is analyzed by Dr. Doyle Mullen in The Religious Digest. 

The monthly average: sermons and talks—11; calls 
made where people were at home—70; funeral services 
conducted—4; officiated at 4 weddings; attended and 

participated in 22 meetings; confer- 

WX ences with individuals on church 

‘ SS and personal matters—24; taught 2 

= classes; wrote one article; prepared 

= i} copy for 10 pieces of printed matter. 

This average does not include the 

multitude of letters, telephone calls 

and other time-consuming activities; 

nor the hours of study, reading, and 
preparation. 

“This total certainly represents an 
output equal to that of a high-rank- 
ing business or professional man,” 
says Dr. Mullen. 

The average is for twelve months 
of the year, with no deduction for the vacation period. 
The writer also points out that a minister must do his 
work within a minimum church budget, and depend 
largely on volunteer assistance. “The modern church 
calls upon its minister to provide leadership in admin- 
istration, education, worship, preaching, and counseling. 
... If in some of these many demands the minister fails 
to rank at the top, an honest recognition of the scope of 
the work expected of him might soften an otherwise 
harsh judgment.” 


Big City to Have Weekday Church School 

America’s largest city has decided to permit dis- 
missal of school children from classrooms one hour each 
week so they may receive religious instruction in their 
churches, 

New York children may be dismissed at two o’clock 
each Wednesday afternoon, beginning February 1. Tech- 
nically the regulations, adopted by the Board of Edu- 
cation on November 13, go into effect at once. The 
Interfaith Committee of New York City has decided that 
the plan cannot be put into operation until the opening 
of the second school semester. 

Precautions are taken to prevent religious discrimina- 
tions; teachers and principals are forbidden to make 
comment or announcement on available instruction. 

At first the instruction will be given in only five ex- 
perimental centers, one in each borough of New York. 
By next September the committee hopes to have forty 
such centers in operation. All Protestant children will 
attend classes together, according to the committee 
plans. The curriculum will include a course entitled 
“God the Loving Father” for children eight and nine 
years old; “What It Means to Be a Christian,” “The 
Life of Christ,’ and “The History of the Christian 
Church” for children between nine and twelve. Teach- 
ers of the courses will be required to have at least a 
‘Master of Arts degree in religious education. 


C 


By G. ELson RUFF 


Pittsburgh experiments in weekday training, in effect 
among high school pupils, have resulted in weekly at- 
tendance of 7,000 students, out of a total high school 
enrollment of 43,000. There is a problem in securing 
trained teachers, also in securing classrooms in churches 
within seven minutes’ walking time from schools. 

According to reports, the Buffalo experiment has been 
delayed, on the basis of a ruling that the weekday plan 
is unconstitutional. 


One Easter for All 

AFTER centuries of being different, the Eastern Ortho- 
dox Church has decided to abandon the old Julian cal- 
endar in computing the date of Easter, so that its cele- 
bration will fall on the same date as that of the western 
church. — 

Under the Julian ealendar, which was supplanted in 
the western church by the Gregorian calendar, the 
Easter celebration of the Orthodox Church fell from 
eleven to thirteen days behind our Easter. 


Details of Church Union 

A CENTRAL committee representing the United Breth- 
ren and the Evangelical Churches has held three meet- 
ings in recent months in preparing the way for church 
merger. 

The plan and program for the proposed merged 
church will be submitted to the two commissions on 
Church Federation and Union, with some fifty persons 
representing the two denominations, which will meet in 
Cleveland, February 18-21. 

The central committee and its sub-committees have 
been considering such matters as ecclesiastical organiza- 
tion, licensing of ministers and ministerial training, 


‘church membership, rituals and formulas, articles of 


incorporation, publishing interests, benevolent institu- 
tions, educational institutions (including eight colleges 
and three theological seminaries), finances, and the 
creed, constitution, and basis of union. 


Four Ways of Looking at War 

Four possible attitudes toward war are defined by 
the Rev. Daniel A. Lord in The Catholic Digest. 

(1) Blind allegiance to one’s country in any declara- 
tion of war. “My country, right or wrong.” This is a 
wrong attitude, says the author. 

(2) Supporting my country in its declaration of war 
because I believe the war is just, in defense of our lib- 
erty, our rights, our citizens. This is a reasonable atti- 
tude, says the author. 

(3) Opposition to war because I hate war and con- 
sider it a bloody, dirty, inconvenient, extravagant busi- 
ness. This attitude is wrong; an easygoing, lazy, selfish 
attitude. Such pacifism is merely self-interest. 

(4) Opposition to war because I am doing harder 
things than fighting in my efforts to establish a Christ- 
like world, am daily practicing heroic love of my fellow- 
men, Christlike charity. I am working for the peace of 
Christ in the reign of Christ. This attitude is just, 
says the author. 
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IN THE WORLD'S EYE 


By Ju.tus F. SEEBACH 


Turkey Used (October 20) the “blitz” technique on 
her third national census. On that day, from 5.00 A. M. 
to 2.00 P. M., the whole country seemed deserted, ex- 
cept, of course, for the census-takers. By government 
order everyone, even the foreigners, was commanded 
to stay at home during these hours. The end of the 
census and their release would be signaled by the boom- 
ing of cannon. Evidently the government anticipated 
the success of its project, for a special set of four census 
stamps was issued just a month earlier. All these stamps 
carry the same design—a darkened outline of Turkey’s 
territory, upon which a hand, with pen poised, is engaged 
in writing “1927—14,000,000; 1935—16,000,000; 1940— 
1..,000,000,” with the pen ready to write in the deciding 
figure. However, the authorities are more hopeful than 
the stamps indicate; they expect the figures to run to 
20,000,000. Stamp denominations are: 10 paras, green; 
10 kurus, dark blue; 6 kurus, carmine; 3 kurus, orange. 


“Business as Usual” is still Britain’s slogan. This is 
shown not only by the persistent and imperturbable re- 
opening of London’s shops after each raid, even when 
they have been struck, but also by the continuation of 
her exports. The latest indication of this is the report 
(October 29) that England’s War Export Organization 
of the bicycle industry is prepared to send 1,225,000 
bicycles, complete and in parts, to North and South 
America during the next year. Another indication of 
this spirit was the recent concern of the Manchester 
district over the vitiating of the air by the greatly in- 
creased palls of smoke from her industrial plants, rather 
than over the dangers incurred from bombing raids. 
Other reports from Australia indicate a similar absorp- 
tion there. The present war has given impetus to large 
and varied industrial developments throughout the lit- 
tle continent. Thousands of acres have been developed 
by a new flax industry; potash is being newly developed 
from large alumite deposits at Lake Campion; varied 
by-products are being devised from Australia’s vast wool 
industry; rubber-insulated cables are being made in 
Australia and New South Wales; there has been an 
enormous development of the production of news-print 
and fine papers from Australia’s forests; New South 
Wales has found that various Australian woods make a 
fine substitute for duralumin in the construction of air- 
planes. Instead of the strict control exercised over in- 
dustry on the continent, Britain has encouraged as much 
as possible the independent initiative of her industries. 


Coal for Switzerland has a long and hard way to go, 
and even then it is not certain of its destination. The 
Swiss have an arrangement to obtain English coal, and 
another arrangement to have it landed at Italian and 
French ports. Gibraltar recently released twelve Swiss- 
chartered vessels laden with coal from England, South 
America and the U. S. A. Strangely enough the ar- 
rangement is for this coal to be forwarded from Genoa 
to Switzerland in German freight cars, which, in turn, 
are intended to be used to carry German coal to Italy. 
But there are many hitches in the carrying out of the 
agreement, perhaps partly because Italy is in dire 
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need of coal, and the temptation is great. At least the 
coal that reaches Switzerland is far from sufficient. 
Consequently the Swiss have been reviving an industry 
that had its beginnings during the World War. At that 
time a Genevan discovered that paper, soaked in water 
and compressed tightly into little “bullets,” and then 
allowed to dry in the sun, made a passably good fuel. 
Today salesmen throng the streets of the towns demon- 
strating a simple gadget by which paper may be ef- 
ficiently and quickly compressed into these “bullets.” In 
the country districts peat bogs are being worked over- 
time, and Switzerland’s few and meagre coal mines, long 
since considered as being worked out; are being scraped 
for the last possible ton of coal. Heat is perhaps Europe’s 
most pressing problem for this winter, hardly excepting 
the need of food. 


The Vichy Government’s dismay over Germany’s 
abrupt order to deport the French-speaking inhabitants 
of Lorraine is evidence enough that the move took the 
French completely by surprise. The very dimensions of 
the operation—reportedly about 800,000, or two-thirds, 
of the whole population—will furnish a severe setback 
to Laval’s ingratiating efforts to establish a complaisant 
attitude on the part of the French toward the Reich. 
The Lorrainers themselves were offered a choice of oc- 
cupying Polish land, with financial help from the Reich 
and the transportation of their effects, or of being de- 
ported to France (the unoccupied part) practically 
penniless. It is to their credit that they have almost 
unanimously chosen the latter. Though the enforced 
departure from the land of their fathers has greatly 
stirred up their patriotism (the refugees are entering 
France with tri-color cockades on their hats or clothes, 
and wearing badges of the double cross of Lorraine, 
which, by the way, is the insignia of the forces of the 
“free French”), their entrance is greatly increasing the 
problem of a region already without sufficient food. 


We Are Informed that: During the last two years 
107,000 women have been put to work on the Russian 
state railway system to take the place of men as en- 
gineers, firemen, shop foremen, car inspectors, con- 
ductors and station agents. .. . Norway’s Nazi-dominated 
Ministry of Propaganda has ordered all of Sigrid 
Undset’s writings destroyed, as being “non-national.” 
Her books have been banned from the Reich’s libraries 
since 1936, because they ran counter to the Nazi racial 
theories. Sigrid Undset won the Nobel Prize for lit- 
erature in 1928. At present she is one of our prize 
refugees, and is residing in New York. . . . Germany is 
successfully using carrier pigeons as messengers to 
carry medical prescriptions and small packages of med- 
icine into rural districts, having poor transportation 
facilities, in cases of urgency. .. . Japan is planning to 
reorganize its silk industry fundamentally to avoid de- 
pendence upon the United States market, at present its 
largest customer, by the rigid production-control of high- 
grade raw silk. This is to be one line of their defense 
against the effect of further United States embargoes. 
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Wsible dslackout 


By Herbert C. Alleman, Gettysburg, Pa. 
Universal Bible Sunday—December 8, 1940 


THERE is one subject on which Lutherans of all shades 
of confessional interpretation agree and one place where 
they can meet in unity, that is the Board Room of the 
American Bible Society with its one declared objective, 
“the distribution of the Scriptures without comment.” 
That Board Room is a focus that draws all Protestant 
churches together. Its task is so palpably single, its 
methods so transparently free from denominational en- 
tanglements that it is not surprising that all branches 
of the Lutheran Church, and from time to time all sec- 
tions and offshoots of the other Protestant bodies are, 
officially or unofficially, represented in the Advisory 
Council of the Society, which was created for the specific 
purpose of tying the churches to the Society by laying 
before their chosen representatives the budget of the 
Society each year before it is adopted. The Council was 
established in 1920, and from the beginning vindicated 
its creation. 


Appeal for $500,000 

The American Bible Society has always made a strong 
appeal to us Bible-loving Lutherans, but it has never 
made a stronger appeal than in 1940. Our sympathies 
have been aroused by the story of our orphaned mis- 
sions. American Lutherans must carry the burden of 
the Lutheran missions of the European countries either 
engaged in or devastated by the war which is now 
raging. An exact parallel exists in the matter of Bible 
distribution. Up to the outbreak of the war the main 
agencies for the supply of the Scriptures to the nations 
and peoples of the earth have been the British, the 
Scotch, and the American Bible Societies. The former 
have been the chief source of supply for the far-flung 
line of missions in the Far East and Oceania. The ravages 
of war so crippled those agencies that unless help comes 
from the American Bible Society the work of translation 
and publication, on which all foreign missionary opera- 
tions depend, will stop. Foreign missions are the heaviest 
pensioners of the Bible Societies. When the Bible So- 
cieties falter, the work of the missions is paralyzed. So 
keenly has the American Bible Society sensed the ex- 
isting crisis that it is asking for an emergency fund, in 
addition to its million dollar budget, of $500,000 to meet 
this great opportunity. It is hoped that the situation will 
so impress the supporters of the Bible Society as to pro- 
vide this extra amount. 


In other words, the American Bible Society has a 
war-time situation to meet, both abroad and at home. 
The great Bible centers of the Far East have been 
Shanghai and Tokyo. The unnecessary war between 
China and Japan has turned millions of souls in those 
death-haunted lands to the Christian Scriptures. There 
has not been a greater opportunity for the Societies in 
the history of their work. It is the irony of fate that in 
this day of opportunity the agencies in those countries 
have shared in the reversals which the war has brought. 
In spite of this fact those lands, especially China, 
have furnished one of the most encouraging facts in the 
annals of missions. Nearly 38,000,000 portions of Scrip- 
ture were distributed in China in 1938, and the reports 
for 1939 show a large increase over those figures. Even 
Japan, with its prejudice against all British and Amer- 
ican agencies, has absorbed the Scriptures as never be- 
fore, the crippled American Bible House in Tokyo alone 
distributing nearly a million copies last year. 


A New Challenge 

A new challenge is arising in the United States. Under 
our conscription law nearly a million of our young men 
will soon be in military camps. We shall soon be having 
the same opportunity of ministering to them as in 1917- 
18. One of the finest ministries of the Society has been 
in the CCC camps. Young men have learned to read 
the Bible there to whom it was a sealed book before. 
That experience will be repeated in our military camps. 
The Society is deeply concerned that it may meet this 
call. Its hopes lie with the churches, the one elastic 
source of income. It is not to our credit that only a 
minority of the churches observe Bible Sunday. The 
Society needs more friends. There are in the country 
more than 126,000 self-supporting Protestant congrega- 
tions, but as yet there are only 27,000 individual con- 
tributors to the work of the Society. The figures tell 
their own story. It has been computed that even a small 
offering from each congregation would enable the So- 
ciety to meet the emergency. The United Lutheran 
Church last year contributed $3,097 of its budget. No 
one can say that we met our opportunity. Shall the 
Bible suffer a blackout? 

Dr. E. Clarence Miller of Philadelphia has been ap- 
pointed to the Society’s Advisory Committee to repre- 
sent the U. L. C. A. 
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When Five Hundred Sign Up 


IN THE assignment of sea- 
sons to the several boards, 
the season of Advent has 
been assigned’ to the Board 
of Ministerial Pensions and 
Relief. Advent is a season 
when we look backward and 
forward: backward to the 
first Advent of our Lord in Bethlehem of Judea and for- 
ward to His second Advent, when He shall come in glory 
to absorb the world into His heavenly kingdom. 

Perhaps it was the second reason which prompted the 
United Lutheran Church in its wisdom to assign this 
season to the Board of Pensions and Relief, whose bene- 
ficiaries are in the eventide of their earthly lives and will 
soon experience the second Advent of Jesus when He 
will come and take them unto Himself. 

One of the many problems of modern society is se- 
curity for the aged, or old age pensions. This has be- 
come a social problem on account of changed social and 
economic conditions, which make it more difficult for 
the individual than formerly to provide for his old age 
without the aid of the general public as a whole. 

But in this matter, as in all human matters in general, 
many experiments and trials have had to be made be- 
fore the best method was found for securing adequate 
results. This method is known as the contributory re- 
serve. It consists in the employer deducting a small part 
of the salary of the employee for his old age pension. 
These amounts, augmented by the contribution of the 
employer, set aside during the worker’s producing years 
and increased by the addition of interest, make up the 
reserve for his old age pension which has given its name 
to the plan. This plan is in use for permanent employees 
of federal, state and municipal governments, for workers 
in numerous industries, as well as for ministers of most 
of the church bodies in America and Europe. 


Changed Plan Proposed 

Our present pension fund is not a reserve plan. It was 
formed by the consolidation of the pension funds of the 
three bodies that were united in 1918 plus the funds 
raised in the campaign conducted in 1928. This plan 
consists of the building up of an endowment or per- 
manent fund, of which the interest only is to be used for 
pension payments, while the principal itself is kept in- 
tact. To these interest payments are added payments 
from the Church’s apportionment. 

The experience of our fund and that of all similar 
pension funds has been that the plan does not work well 
over a longer period of years. It has been found impos- 
sible to increase the permanent fund at the same rate of 
increase as the number of pensioners increases. It is 
this experience which has prompted church bodies and 
other institutions to change their former endowment 
pension plans to reserve plans. 

Several years ago the Pension Board began to call 
the attention of the Church to these matters and recom- 
mended the adoption of a reserve pension plan. This 
brought forth some criticism, and it was stated that it 
would not be possible to get the congregations to par- 
ticipate in a reserve plan, in spite of the fact that a 
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reserve pension plan is fun- 
damentally the best one. In 
reply it may be said that if 
congregations really want a 
pension fund for their min- 
isters, it is to their own in- 
terest to have a plan that 
will answer the purpose. 
After several years of missionary work on the part 
of the Board of Pensions and Relief and the piling up 
of a $120,000 deficit, the United Lutheran Church finally 
at its Omaha Convention adopted a reserve plan and the 
following recommendation of the Board was adopted: 


“We recommend that the Board of Ministerial Pen- 
sions and Relief be instructed to put the Con- 
tributory Pension Plan into operation when 500 
clergymen and their employing agencies shall have 
applied for admission. 

“That it shall announce to the Church the date of the 
beginning of the new plan and after that date shall 
admit no one to the present plan. 

“That the present plan shall be continued for the 
benefit of its present beneficiaries, and to supple- 
ment payments to beneficiaries of the new plan who 
have not built up sufficient reserve to pay them a 
minimum of $300 per annum. 

“That when the need for the present plan shall have 
ceased to exist, its endowment fund shall be merged 
with the funds of the new plan.” 


Pastor and Parish in Partnership 


The new reserve plan provides for a contribution both 
by the minister and by the congregation or other em- 
ploying body of a sum equal to 5 per cent of the salary 
of the minister every year, 15 per cent to be added 
where a home is provided in addition to the salary. 

The minister’s own contributions will be credited to 
his pension account and increased by the addition of in- 
terest. In addition to his own contributions, his account 
will be credited with the contributions of the congrega- 
tions after deductions for operation have been made. 
Ministers who become members of this new plan at the 
beginning of their ministry and continue their member- 
ship, upon retirement at the age of sixty-five or later 
will receive during the rest of their lives a pension equal 
to about one-half of their average salary, and if they 
leave a widow, her pension will be about one-half of 
that of her husband. 

The present plan will be continued for the benefit 
of its present beneficiaries and to supplement payments 
to the beneficiaries of the new plan who have not built 
up sufficient reserve to pay them a minimum of $300 
per year. When the need for the present plan shall have 
ceased to exist, its endowment fund will be merged with 
the funds of the new plan. 

This plan is set up on a 3 per cent interest basis. 

Are you and your church socially minded? If so, 
prove it by taking membership in the new Pension Plan. 

Do you believe in fellowship in the ministry? Then 
practice it by joining the new Pension Plan. 

After the first of January 1941 each clergyman will 
receive a booklet giving the text of the new pension plan. 
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A Serious Accusation 
Does the Church Really Welcome Sinners? 


By Dr. Ernest D. NIELSEN, Des Moines, Iowa 


IT Is a great question whether we welcome sinners 
after the manner of Jesus. I am not thinking of the 
respectable sinners among the Pharisees and scribes 
and their modern contemporaries, but of the sinners 
whose sins are unmistakably clear to themselves. That 
is the only group that is actually in position to receive 
and to understand what it means to hear a message of 
welcome to sinners. Not to hear such a message is 
tantamount to saying that we do not receive sinners 
after the manner of Jesus. If we actually are failing 
here, I am inclined to believe that it is because we 
start with that which is not the gospel; we insist on pre- 
paring the way for the gospel rather than on letting 
the gospel prepare the way for us. So we add repentance 
as a pre-requisite to the gospel. Pharisaism and legal- 
ism, whether Jewish or Christian, both refuse to wel- 
come sinners until they show signs of repentance, or, 
to state it differently, until their ways and practices 
become those of Pharisaism and legalism in some degree. 
The scandalizing effect of the gospel upon those who 
believe it is that it makes all of them sinners. Jesus 
heralded a gospel! If He ever struck the note of re- 
pentance, it is definitely certain that this note gradually 
gave way to something unheard of before, namely, 
Believe in the gospel! Jesus never returned to strike 
the note of repentance again, and that marks not only 
the difference between John the Baptist and Jesus, but 
between the old and the new. 


Construction, Not Destruction 
It sounds easy to say, “Believe in the gospel,” but the 
trilogy of parables of grace in the fifteenth chapter of 
the gospel of Luke indicates how difficult it is for re- 
spectable sinners to accept it. The elder brother ap- 
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parently did not understand. There is no reason to 
insist that the so-called Christian nations understand 
the gospel as long as we believe, or are urged to believe, 
that we by might can save either civilization or Chris- 
tianity. Luke 15 speaks about complete rehabilitation; 
the world thinks in terms of crushing defeat. Luther 
retains the gospel when he sings: 


“A mighty fortress is our Lord, 
A sure defense to save us! 
He frees us with His trusty sword 
When trouble would enslave us. 
The foe of all mankind 
Great evil has designed; 
His cruel weapons still 
Are force and cunning skill; 
On earth is not his equal. 


“The word of God shall stand secure; 
They cannot work their pleasure. 
The Spirit, with His gifts so pure, 
We have in fullest measure. 

What tho’ they take this life, 
Goods, honor, child and wife? 
Their hatred still is vain, 
They have no lasting gain; 
We still possess the kingdom.” 


To carry the gospel into action to the extent of which 
Luther sings is a step that the majority does not dare 
take. The gospel gives that sense of release and assur- 
ance of freedom for the want of which the world today 
is in excruciating pain. The urgent message today is to 
declare in unequivocal terms that the gospel is not 
synonymous with totalitarianism, democracy, culture or 
civilization. The common custom of using the name 
Christian as widely as we do, hyphenating it with almost 
any term and name, may well be questioned seriously. 


The Prodigal’s Error 

When it is possible for men to read the parable of the 
Prodigal Son wholly unconcerned of any personal or 
social application, one cannot but make an attempt to 
explain this situation. We are apt to make the son’s 
request the point of separation between the son and the 
father. However, the point of separation is not the re- 
quest nor the departure from home, but the son’s con- 
formity to the ways and practices and thoughts of a 
strange people—a people that did not know the ways and 
thoughts of his home because they did not know his 
father. How far he is from his true base is antithetically 
expressed in the words: “He came to himself.” This 
implies that he from the point of view at home had 
lived as one who was beside himself. This brings the 
Prodigal Son nearer all of us; it shows us the enormous 
abnormality of our nature when we drift away from our 
true base; that is, from God, and allow other powers to 
dominate life. Sin is not a curse biologically transmitted, 
nor is it merely forces inherent in environment: it is 
the impingement of the terrible powers of evil upon our 
nature. The sinners whom Jesus welcomed knew some- 
thing of the powers of evil; they did not attempt to 
mitigate their sins by the argument that all are sinners. 
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It is precisely because sin in its essence comes from 
within that salvation is possible. There lies also the 
hope of the world in this tragic hour in which the forces 
of evil seem to have eclipsed the power of the gospel. 
A race astray from its Creator might still cry out, “I 
am beside myself,” and come to its senses; especially if 
it might hear the clarion call of Jesus: “Believe the 
gospel.” But a race astray from God will not hear the 
gospel if the gospel that is preached must depend upon 
human strength for its preservation or if the way must 
be prepared first before the gospel can be received. In 
this parable the gospel is described rather than ex- 
plained. “While he was yet far off, his father saw him, 
and was moved with compassion, and ran, and fell on 
his neck, and kissed him. .. . Bring forth quickly the 
best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, 
and shoes on his feet: and bring the fatted calf, and kill 
it, and let us eat, and make merry.” That is the way 
in which the gospel brings about a sinner’s reunion 
with his heavenly Father. 

Jesus is appealing to the experiences of men in this 
parable, even as He does in the two other parables that 
together with the parable of the Prodigal Son constitute 
the trilogy of parables of grace. On the basis of our 
own experiences in regard to the value which we attach 
to the things we possess, He asks: Does God care less? 
Some men care less than others, as we see in the dif- 
ferent attitudes between the father and the elder brother 
toward the returning son and brother. But God is not 
arbitrary. The elder brother’s place in the heart of the 
father is beautifully expressed by Jesus when He says, 
“Child, thou art ever with me, and all that is mine is 
thine.” What a remarkable saying this is in the light of 
the antagonism between Jesus and the Pharisees! The 
place of the two brothers in the heart of the father is 
unquestionably equal; but the one needed to experience 
the forgiveness and love of God, the other to come to an 
understanding of the worth of one human life in the 
sight of God. Both were the object of the love of God 
and in need of that divine forgiveness that reconciles 
man with God and man with man. 

Jesus gloriously changed the lives of men and women 
by His gospel. Therefore we ought to reiterate to the 
same end: “Believe in the gospel.” We ought to do it 
with all the might the Holy Spirit gives us because it 
reveals the heart of God. And the thing that matters 
today is that we may believe that God is. That is the 
Church’s message to the world through the heralding 
of the gospel. In that lies the hope of the world, we 
believe. “As many as received him, to them gave he the 
right to become the children of God” (John 1: 12). 


Needed and N eeding 


Mititer Rirtcuie, director of admissions, Roanoke 
College, and therefore in close touch with the young 
men and young women who seek higher education at 
the present time, in a recent article addressed to THE 
LuTHERAN refers to the stark tragedy of the world of 
today when war, lies, and rebellion against established 
institutions are widely spread. In this kind of environ- 
ment obviously there is little room for Christian think- 
ing. It is the time when the teachers of America must 
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rededicate themselves to the task of preparing the young 
people who must rebuild the world. 

He declares: “We should teach them above all else 
that there is a place for them. Young people want to 
be needed. They want to work. They want to create. 
John W. Studebaker, United States Commissioner of 
Education, said it well in an address before the conven- 
tion of the National Educational Association: ‘The dic- 
tators appeal to youth by saying there is a job to do— 
more jobs than there are hands trained to do them. 
Youth likes that kind of talk because it assures them 
that they are needed. If the democratic idea is to sur- 
vive, it must assert the realities that men and materials 
are the basis of the good life and that it is the business 
of democratic leadership and organization to help all 
the men to keep in contact with the creative job of 
transforming materials and serving one another. We 
cannot educate youth to meet national problems except 
in this philosophical frame of reference. The goal of the 
educative process is active participation in the life and 
work of the community. The curriculum, if not deter- 
mined in relation to this goal, becomes a meaningless 
abstraction.’ 


Wanted Now 


“Whatever may be his station in life after college 
days are over, we are obligated to point out to the stu- 
dent how greatly he is needed as an individual in the 
dark days that lie ahead. The force of individual char- 
acter exerted by those who are now the college stu- 
dents in our classrooms will profoundly influence the 
trend of life in the immediate future. 

“We must challenge the student with the role he can 
play. He and millions like him will determine the 
world’s course by the moral judgments on trends which 
he must evaluate day by day. From the bottom to the 
top of the professional and business success ladder there 
will be opportunity for leadership. We who teach must 
prepare him for his role. 

“Walter B. Pitkin, of ‘Life Begins at Forty’ fame, 
states the case in his article, ‘Every Man a Leader,’ in a 
recent issue of The Rotarian: 

“<Tf there ever was a time in the last million years 
when we needed leaders, it is now, now when there is 
chaos about us. If ever we bring order out of that chaos, 
it will be through leadership—large and small—coming 
from the business and professional stratum of our pop- 
ulation.’ 

“Many of us in the face of war and blood feel that 
God has turned from mankind in disgust. Not so. It is 
in the midst of such tragedy that the greatest battles 
for good have been won. Often it is only under such 
conditions that we realize our own weakness and seek 
the source of all strength. This we must teach our 
young men and women whom we send out to lead. 

“Kenneth Brown, president of Hiram College, fur- 
nishes us with an apt message to them: ‘You can go 
far on your own strength, and no man has the right to 
use God as a substitute for his own effort; but in the 
critical moments of life, dark or gay, hold fast to the 
proved experience of the human race that man’s best, 
put at God’s disposal, can change the world.’ 

“What shall we teach them?—that they are the 
makers of history and that they are challenged to write 
a bright and shining chapter as a sequel to the dark and 
tragic one that is being written today!!” 
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Among Ourselves 


Triple-Creamed 


THE announcer’s voice was sugar sweet. He rolled 
the words almost lovingly. The shortening he described 
was “triple-creamed—delicious for pies and cakes.” 

The advertisement seemed even more offensive than 
the usual highly-colored radio blurb, because it fol- 
lowed Herbert Hoover’s moving plea to the American 
public to help ward off famine in the conquered democ- 
racies of Europe. People starving, and Americans want- 
ing their shortening triple-creamed! 

Mr. Hoover’s plan, based on his experience as head 
of the Belgian Relief Commission during the World War, 
is well thought out. He proposes that we enter into 
agreements with the belligerent nations to allow food 
ships to pass the British blockade, provided none of the 
supplies is used for the German army. 

There are people who object to the plan on the ground 
that treaties mean next to nothing these days. For 
their benefit, Mr. Hoover points out that he would rely 
on Germany’s self-interest to see that it is better for 
them to co-operate in the feeding of the subject popula- 
tions. The interests of Britain, Germany, and the whole 
world will be served by preventing the creation of 
“cesspools” of pestilence. 

The plight of these people in Europe is very moving 
to Lutherans. If we have no relatives in these con- 
quered countries ourselves, we have friends whose home 
ties are there. The war and the fate of its victims come 
close to all of us. 

The problem may be one which every home in Amer- 
ica will need to face, if we fail to check the ravages of 
disease which accompany famine conditions as inevitably 
as night and day follow each other around the globe. 

Build our army and our navy, our marine service and 
our air corps till they are twice as big as those of any 
other nation on the face of the earth; let our anti-air- 
craft guns and giant searchlights point for miles into 
the sky, they still cannot protect us from a tiny germ. 

But, surely, THe LUTHERAN is not the place to stress 
the motive of self-preservation. Mr. Hoover did not in 
speaking to a secular audience. From his experience he 
drew a picture of human misery which attends war— 
particularly since modern warfare has become a war of 
armed men against civilian populations. Where such 
misery exists, we must help, because Christ has given 
us an example of mercy. 

Has the American soul become “triple-creamed’’? 

Of course not. Our whole history is one of putting 
ideals before self-interest. Debunk our national heroes 
if you must. The fact remains that the people believed 
in the nobility of their protestations. The people would 
not have been guided by these men if the smallness and 
self-seeking which modern historians of a certain turn 
of mind attributed to them had been evident to the 
American public. 

The man in the streets is singing, “God Bless Amer- 
ica.” Perhaps his religious experience does not go very 
deep. Perhaps it goes deeper than some of us think. 
Perhaps this song is the prayer of the masses. If Amer- 
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ica is so paralyzed by fear that she withholds her help- 
ing hand, even our merciful Father may answer, “De- 
part from me, ye cursed.” 

The God Who made the world and set the stars in 
motion, made for man one law and only one: “Thou shalt 
love.” That law is as inescapable as every other law 
of the universe. Whether we break it or keep it, we 
know that none of God’s laws is “triple-creamed.” 


Gifts for Santa Claus 


Women love parties. There is something of the little 
girl in most of them that says, “Goody,” whenever a 
party is mentioned. Even the prospect of having to sell 
the idea to an unenthusiastic husband fails to dampen 
their ardor. 

Nevertheless, they are likely to enjoy the occasion 
more when not disturbed by the guilty feeling that their 
“other half” is bored to death. That is why they like 
“hen parties” so much. 

And let them combine a party with good deeds, the 
occasion is perfect. Hence the popularity of Christmas 
parties in the women’s group of the church. 

Many phases of woman’s work are aided by a party 
of this sort. It may be a luncheon, a tea, or an evening 
affair, but it must be informal and friendly. It should 
be the sort of thing that makes them say when they 
meet afterward, “Didn’t we have a good time? That is 
surely a nice group of women!” 

It must also be the sort of thing to which the mem- 
bers can be proud to bring strangers. Every pastor 
knows someone whom he would like to see drawn into 
the life of the congregation. The number of people who 
stay away from the church because of shyness is un- 
believable. The Christmas party offers an opportunity 
to “break the ice” and include in the celebration women 
who do not usually come. There is something about a 
holly-decked room and the singing of Christmas carols 
that breaks down reserve. 

Whether the party begins with a covered-dish lunch- 
eon or ends with simple refreshments, a definite program 
is in order. Whether the group entertaining is the Mis- 
sionary Society or the Parish Society, the Women’s 
Missionary Society of the U. L. C. A. has a wide variety 
of programs for Christmas. 

After the program it might be nice to reverse the 
usual process and give gifts to Santa. There is sure to 
be some good-natured person in the group who is will- 
ing to dress up and play Santa Claus. When the gay 
holiday wrappings are removed, gifts suitable for one of 
our mission points will be found. These may be packed 
in a box by one of Santa’s helvers, so that at the close 
of the meeting the box is ready to send. 

The Christmas party may accomplish many things. 
One thing it must accomplish. Every woman present must 
have a good time. Christianity is a joyous religion and 
the happiest time of its year is the Christmas season. 
Our hearts are sore with the sufferings of others, this 
year. Nevertheless, we must not allow anything to 
come between us and the Christ Child. 
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Musings of a 
Minister's Wife 
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Christmas Is A Merry Whirl 


Mrs. Lathrop Considers Holiday Problems of the Parsonage 


I can’t believe the calendar is correct. It can’t be 
December already! I just finished clearing away the 
muss from last Christmas and another one is here. 

Half of me wants to sit down and wring its hands. 
The other half wants to skip like a child. Therefore, I 
shall behave like a self-controlled adult and assume an 
outward calm which I don’t quite feel. 

Now then, Mrs. Lathrop, suppose you stop worrying 
about how you feel and use your head. This is the 
time to make plans which will reduce, if not cut out, 
the confusion. You know what must be done before 
the twenty-fifth. Plan it and do it. 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful to be that sort of person? 
To beable to plan things in advance and know that you 
are going to carry out your schedule! I am sure my 
household will have a pleasanter Christmas if I do not 
make my plans too definite. But a plan there must be. 

Now about plans. First of all, I want Christmas to 
be a happy time for the whole family, and especially for 
Mark and Joan. They cannot yet feel the sort of Christ- 
mas joy that more mature Christians know, but they 
can be very happy. Without showering them with all 
sorts of extravagant toys, their father and I must see to 
it that our gifts express our love and that the whole 
atmosphere of the home is one of joy. 

That means choosing gifts with care. Joan is at the 
stage where she loves dolls and anything connected with 
playing house. Books and simple handicraft materials 
are also favorites in the gift line. New clothes for her 
dolls will be inexpensive to make and I know she will 
be thrilled, especially if there is a card for her to read 
with each article. 

It is somewhat harder to hit on the right thing for 
Mark. Some of his friends have put in elaborate orders 
to Santa Claus. Their parents are so pleased that they 
have one more year to believe in the mysterious saint, 
that the youngsters stand a pretty good chance of get- 
ting everything they ask for. I wonder who is being 
fooled this time? I know who would be fooled if the 
parents carried out any of their Santa Claus threats! 

Since Mark’s presents cannot be as expensive as those 
of some of the boys, they must be well chosen. Usable 
toys will cut down the pitiful unemployment of many 
of his crowd. I must ask Jerry whether he thinks we 
can trust Mark with a tool chest this year. 

Christmas baking is a headache, but the child who 
doesn’t “help” with the Christmas cookies misses some- 
thing. Can’t you remember how it felt to don an apron 
and carefully select the cookie cutter you were going to 
use? With flour on your face and hands, and the spicy 
smell of ginger cookies in the air, you knew that some- 
thing important was going to happen. Joan and Mark 
aren’t going to miss the experience. 

We are going in for decorations in a big way, too. 
Children are of the earth earthy. They learn by touch, 
taste, sight and smell. Every one of their senses ought 
to cry out, “Christmas, Christmas!” Then we older peo- 
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ple can add the interpretation, “Jesus is the cause of all 
our joy.” Mark and Joan love to get ready for a party. 
Jesus’ birthday party should be the year’s high spot. 

If it is hard to choose gifts for the children, it is 
harder to help them select what they want to give other 
people. Anyone can buy things at the store, if they have 
money. I want my children to learn to put something 
of themselves into their giving. Joan might like to make 
stuffed dates and put them up in fancy containers. They 
are easy and attractive. Mark will want to undertake 
something more ambitious. I think I saw directions 
somewhere for making a “sewing rack.” It was quite 
simple—just nails hammered into a board and the whole 
thing painted and stocked with sewing supplies. His 
grandmother would like one, and I will get Jerry to 
suggest that he make one for me. 

All this planning for a family Christmas is especially 
important in the parsonage. There is always a tempta- 
tion to devote all one’s energies to the church. Not the 
children’s welfare, but their ordinary pleasures, are in 
danger of being neglected, if their mother does not plot 
her course with care. If I can prevent it, my children 
will grow up with no real or fancied neglect to make 
them resentful toward the church later. The idea may 
seem far-fetched to some people, but it seems to me 
there are too many ministers’ children who drift into 
the ranks of the unchurched. People who have been 
raised in a parsonage become either very good or very 
bad church members. The old “overdose in my youth” 
excuse does not hold water, or all ministers’ children 
would have had it. The only explanation that occurs to 
me is that there is some personal maladjustment. 

So far, Mark and Joan fit happily into the church 
activities of their own age groups. They enjoy it so 
much themselves that they seem to understand when 
I get caught up in a whirl of church doings. 

That will be happening soon. If there is one time of 
year when I feel more like the “girl-friend of the whirl- 
ing dervish” than others, it is at Christmas. Our phone 
jangles from morning until night. We eat our meals on 
the run. It is hectic, but I love it. 


Naughty 
Nora’s 
Nonsense 


THERE are some folk of every 


age, 

Demand the center of the 
stage. 

They must have everything 
their way. 

They must be “It,” or they 
won't play. 
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Really To Come 


By J. William McCauley, Salem, Va. 


The prophet of gloom says the devil has a strangle- 
hold on the world; the fair weather forecaster sees only 
good times ahead. Don’t take political prophets, national 
or international, any more seriously than economic and 
financial forecasters in their syndicated columns. One 
little political monkey-wrench thrown into the ma- 
chinery of power politics, can cause an unexpected 
wreck; one little word, or even suggestion, of a Stalin 
or a Hitler can upset all normal expectancies and turn 
the international wheels into reverse. 

But there is a “sure word of prophecy” whereby we 
may gauge the future and to which we can pin our 
hopes. A greater than earth’s greatest speaks, and with 
supreme authority asserts: ‘(Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but my Word shall not pass away.” To His divine 
predictions and promises we believers in the best do 
well to turn this Advent season. Amidst the enveloping 
fogs of world conditions we seek to learn God’s purposes 
and plans to bring us out into the “golden age” ahead, 
into the coming ‘“‘Day of the Lord.” 

Since the prophecies as to the coming of Jesus to 
Bethlehem to bring in a New Dispensation or Order and 
the details of His life, work, death and resurrection have 
all been so literally fulfilled, we are prepared to accept 
the same line of prophecies concerning His second com- 
ing, emphatically foretold. When those later prophecies 
tell us that the Incarnate Christ, Who came from heaven 
heralded by angels, is to come thence once more at- 
tended by messengers proclaiming His glory, we are in 
the mood to believe what is foretold. There are, it is 
claimed, at least 350 references to the second coming of 
Jesus, far more than concerning the coming to Beth- 
lehem. 

In refutation of any specious interpretation of the 
Second Advent as a figurative or even spiritual coming 
—such as His daily coming to us through His Word or 
His Spirit, in conscience, in the events of Providence or 
at death—we have the kind of definite, detailed literal- 
ness of statement that only the petty haggler can distort 
into generalities or symbolism. Furthermore, the dis- 
ciples themselves, hearing first-hand the prophecies of 
Jesus, believed them literally and so proclaimed them 
repeatedly. There is no more definite doctrine of Holy 
Scripture than that of the literal second coming of our 
Lord. And the Church universally confesses it spe- 
cifically in its ecumenical creeds. Strange is it indeed 
that this most interesting and precious doctrine is given 
so little attention in our churches today. Strange indeed 
that the descent in the veil of night and the garb of 
flesh has attracted more attention than the coming 
descent in the aura of glory and the body celestial to 
bring in the Church Triumphant and finish Christ’s 
redemptive work. 

Why hand this doctrine over as a pet to the Seventh 
Day Adventists, Millenium Dawn believers, or other 
sects? Why permit any difference of interpretation as 
to pre-millenialism, post-millenialism, or anti-millenial- 
ism—Christ’s coming hefore or after the millenium or 
with no millenium—to prejudice us against the funda- 
mental doctrine itself as nominally confessed by the 
universal Church? 


THE LUTHERAN 


Score Senlonee 


I will come again and receive you unto myself, that 
where I am there ye may be also. John 14: 3 


“Rise, my soul, and stretch thy wings, 
Thy better portion trace; 
Rise from transitory things 
Toward heaven, thy native place.”—Robert Seagrave. 


* * * 


Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the 
right hand of power and coming in the clouds of 
heaven. Matthew 26: 64 


“See the Judge our nature wearing, 
Clothed in majesty divine! 
Ye, who long for His appearing, 
Then shall say, “This God is mine!’ 
Gracious Savior! 
Own me in that day for Thine 


1? 


—John Newton. 


*% ¥*~ * 


This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen 
him go into heaven. Acts 1: 11 


“Thou art coming, O my Savior! 
Thou art coming, O my King! 
In Thy beauty all resplendent, 
In Thy glory all transcendent, 
Well may we rejoice and sing.”—Frances R. Havergal. 


* * * 


And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a 
cloud with power and great glory. Luke 21: 26, 27 


And He shall come again with glory to judge both the 
quick and the dead.”—WNicene Creed. 


* * * 


For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven, 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God. I Thessalonians 4: 16 


“In snowy robes arrayed, the shining throngs 
Of earth’s redeemed fill heaven with joyful songs, 
While from the skies the angel floating down 
Displays before His eyes the starry crown, 
And glittering legions from heaven’s high dome 
Swell forth the joyful summons, ‘Welcome home!’ ” 
—John W. Barber. 


* * * 


He shall send his angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet and they shall gather together his elect from 
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

Matthew 25: 31 
“Soon will the saints in glory meet, 
Soon walk through every golden street, 


And sing on every blissful plain 
‘To live is Christ, to die is gain.’”—Joseph Hoskins. 


* * * 


Therefore be ye also ready, for in an hour that ye 
think not the Son of man cometh. Matthew 24: 44 


“Oh, may we all be found 
Obedient to Thy Word— 
Attentive to the trumpet’s sound, 
And looking for our Lord!”—Charles Wesley. 
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Fic iowa fions 


Spurgeon said that he read the newspapers to see how 
God is governing the world. But in interpreting history 
one must take into account God’s long-range plan of the 
ages. Jesus Christ was crucified, but His truth is still on 
the march and His plans will carry through until He 
comes again as Judge and King. Praise God, we are 
promised a part in His redemptive work and triumph! 


Judge Caiaphas condemned his prisoner for accepting 
the title, “Son of God.” Humbly Jesus admitted also 
the title “Son of man,” then calmly announced that one 
day He Himself would be the Judge. He, the suffering 
“Son of man,” would sit “at the right hand of power” 
and return in glory. May we with Peter now pray, 
“Gracious Saviour, own me in that day of Thine!” 


People are air-minded today. Two different youngsters 
told me enthusiastically their ambition was to pilot an 
airplane. Looking up from the Mount of Olives, a little 
group saw the great Sky Pilot ascend, without wings, 
beyond the stratosphere while “a cloud received Him 
out of their sight.” Another group from the sky ex- 
plained that “this same Jesus” would return “in like 
manner,” i.e., visibly and “in a cloud.” 


What weather is ahead? Look at the clouds. Shade 
from scorching rays; rain for thirsty fields and flesh; 
rainbows with colorful promise, or tornadoes with black 
threats. A “bright cloud” enveloped Sinai and the 
Mount of Transfiguration where God’s chosen met. But 
the Olivet cloud was the Lord’s chariot to His throne 
whence, likewise “in a cloud,” Jesus shall return. 


Christ’s coming, like the lightning, will be sudden and 
unexpected and “as a flaming fire taking vengence on 
them that know not God.” But like the lightning’s 
illumination from the east to the west, shall be seen, as 
in one great flash, the coming of our Lord. Not only shall 
He be seen by all, but all shall hear the “shout,” “the 
voice of the archangel” and “the trump of God.” 


As loud blasts of the calliope attracting the curious, 
or as martial strains when armies march in triumph, so 
will reverberate the shouts of victory and the swelling 
chorus from glory bands and celestial choirs which will 
stir the heavens from center to circumference and herald 
the coming of the King of kings. Among the hosts of 
God’s elect we too are to go up and join in the hallelujah 


chorus of that great meeting in the air. 


Darkness, dawn, then day—that is the divine order. 
As someone has said, “Between our Lord’s first and 
second coming stretches the dawn.” “The night is far 
spent and the day is at hand.” “The Day Star” has 
appeared at Bethlehem, and “the Sun of Righteousness” 
has arisen in the east. It is now “high time to awake 
out of sleep,” and “put on the armor of light.” 


13 


Is Heaven a Place? 


Jesus said, “I go to prepare a place for you,” and 
added, “and if I go and prepare a place for you I will 
come again and receive you unto myself, that where 
I am there ye may be also” (John 14: 2, 3). 

One evening I was called suddenly to the home of Mr. 
Myers, who was near death’s door. He was sitting up in 
bed, but unable to speak. Realizing his condition, I told 
him simply to nod his head if he understood and agreed. 
He at once nodded approvingly with an attempted smile, 
and this conversation ensued: I, as pastor: “Brother 
Myers, do you know me?” An affirmative nod. I: “God’s 
word can tell you better than I what you want to know. 
Shall I read a message from Him?” Another nod. 

I: “No better message can I read than what Jesus said 
to His disciples just before leaving this world. I shall 
read from the fourteenth chapter of St. John’s Gospel: 
‘In my Father’s house are many mansions,’ or abiding 
places. Here we have no permanent home, but we shall 
have hereafter—a place where there will be no sickness 
or sorrow or separation. Do you hear me and under- 
stand?” A knowing nod. 

I: “Jesus said, ‘I go to prepare a place for you’—so 
heaven is not only a condition but a place.” Another 
nod. “A place for you!” I repeated; and another nod. 
“ “And if I go and prepare a place for you I will come 
again and receive you unto myself, that where I am 
there you may be also.’ .. . Brother Myers, that means 
you.” One more affirmative nod, but this time his weary 
head refused to lift and his devoted wife cried out, “He 
is dead!” 

“Oh, no,” I replied quietly. “He is not dead but just 
passed through the door into his permanent home as 
just confessed by his final nod and smile. Let us pray 
for a happy entrance for him”; and holding his hand as 
he passed on I thanked God for his faith and triumphant 
entrance into that “place” promised as his, and prayed 
for God’s continued guidance and blessing for him and 
for her. Without the least semblance of a struggle, that 
was the most peaceful “death” so-called I have ever 
witnessed, and it was the most natural. Confidently, I 
repeated, as I then took her hand, “There is no death!” 


“T TELL you they have not died! 
Their hands clasp yours and mine; 
They are but glorified, 
They are with the divine. 
They live! they know! they see! 
They shout with every breath: 
‘Life is eternity! 
There is no death!’ ”—Pietro A. Yon. 


Tue LUTHERAN has arranged the four columns on these 
facing pages to offer seven Scripture texts and two 
columns dealing with notable doctrines, persons and 
events. The Bible texts are chosen to excite personal 
day by day meditations. The “Suggestions” are Dr. 
McCauley’s own reactions to the texts chosen by him. 
They are detached in order that they may afford com- 
parisons with the reader’s ideas but to avoid becoming 
substitutes. 
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Looking Across America 


Frew people, even within the United Lutheran Church 
in America, have a clear idea of the number and loca- 
tion of the educational and charitable institutions estab- 
lished and supported by our church. Among Protestant 
bodies, no church has placed a greater emphasis on this 
type of ministry than ours. 


ULCA SEMINARY LOCATIONS 


The United Lutheran Church in America has eight 
theological seminaries in the United States, and two in 
Canada, with 545 students and property valued at two 
and one-half million dollars. 


ULCA COLLEGES 


O projected 
© junior college 


The United Lutheran Church has fourteen colleges; 
four are in Pennsylvania, two in New York, two in Vir- 
ginia, and one each in North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Ohio, Illinois, Nebraska, and Ontario. There is also our 
college in Guntur, India. Nearly 9,000 students attend 
these institutions, and their property and endowments 
total over twenty million. 


ULCA HOSPITALS l2 


United Lutheran Church general and special hospitals 
total twelve in the United States, one at St. Croix in the 
Virgin Islands, eight in India, two in Liberia, Africa, and 
one in China. In America there are six in Pennsylvania, 
and one each in New York, Ohio, Minnesota, California, 
Texas, and South Carolina, with property valued at four 
million dollars, and caring for 80,000 patients annually. 
Foreign hospitals treat nearly 100,000 patients each year. 
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Edward T. Horn, III, Charts Location 
of United Lutheran Institutions 


ULCA HOMES FOR THE AGED 


ULCA CHILDREN’S HOMES 20 


United Lutheran Church homes for the aged number 
twenty. Scattered over New York, Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, Connecticut, District of Columbia, South Caro- 
lina, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky, and Nebraska, 
they house 630:aged Lutherans. 

Twenty-one United Lutheran Church children’s 
homes in New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Vir- 
ginia, Tennessee, Ohio, Illinois, Minnesota, Nebraska, 
and St. Croix (Virgin Islands) care for 2,100 homeless 
children. The church has invested more than eight and 
one-half million dollars in these homes. 


@® SETTLEMENT HOUSES 5 ; 
© DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSES 2 


4 SEAMEN’S HOMES 2 ULCA HOSPICES I 


The United Lutheran Church has five settlement 
houses; three in Philadelphia, one in Toledo, and one in 
Detroit. There are two homes for seamen, one in Phila- 
delphia and one in Hoboken, N. J. There are two dea- 
coness motherhouses for the training of young women 
for full-time church work as sisters; one in Philadelphia 
and one in Baltimore. 

Hospices are maintained in Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and North Dakota; a total 
of eleven. 

In these many institutions, the church has invested a 
total of $41,000,000, exclusive of its investment in foreign 
hospitals. More than 3,000 persons are employed to staff 
these institutions, and more than 1,300,000 persons use 
them each year. The annual expense for the 173 United 
Lutheran institutions amounts to $4,750,000 annually. 


December 4, 1940 
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eACROSS THE ‘DESK 


SOMETHING new in the way of signs met our eyes last 
week as we came to the Muhlenberg Building by trolley 
car. It was the announcement of a “Public Forum for 
the Prevention of Cancer” to be held November 25 and 
26 in a prominent hotel. Inquiry produced the informa- 
tion that this invitation to learn facts about the Number 
Three enemy of human health is part of an organized 
effort that is planned to extend over the entirety of the 
country. The headquarters are in New York, but groups 
are in process of formation in other centers as rapidly 
as interest in the prevention of cancer can be aroused 
and organized. It is expected that the success attained 
by the anti-tuberculosis propaganda can be duplicated. 

The movement is directed and sponsored by medical 
experts who are not only anxious to give patients the 
benefit of their professional skill, but who are on call to 
attend meetings of men and of women to explain what 
is available for diagnosis and treatment of this justly 
feared malady. They invite, or rather they seek, the co- 
operation of pastors and church auxiliaries to form con- 
tacts and to set up centers whence the spread of infor- 
mation can be established. It is the sort of activity that 
can be given all the assistance which church groups have 
it in their power to offer. Pastors who have ministered 
to parishioners who have fallen victims to this disease 
will doubtless aid in enabling contacts to be made by this 
national organization and its local branches. Letters 
addressed American Society for the Control of Cancer, 
350 Madison Avenue, New York City, will receive 
attention. 


JUSTIFIABLE PROPAGANDA 


We enjoy an opportunity to give a supporting push to 
a helvful human effort. In addition to the direct in- 
fluences that can be developed for a good cause there is 
the opportunity to point to the theft by an evil-doing 
world of a good process and the word for it. We mean 
propaganda. The term could and should be applicable to 
work undertaken in behalf of the highest ideals and car- 
ried on by the most honorable persons. Its basic sig- 
nificance is action in support of a cause. That its reputa- 
tion is sinister, that we have come to define as propa- 
gandists those who deceive the public by half truths, by 
misapplied deductions, and also by direct lies, is much 
to be regretted. 

Besides the necessity of distrust which the vogue of 
propaganda has created among us, there is an implica- 
tion of carelessness and cowardice on the part of a major 
portion of present-day society. One hates to agree, but 
one is driven by conditions to conclude that with all 
our media of information and despite the extension of 
education among us, we are as gullible as were previous 
generations who lacked radio, telegraph and telephone, 
newspapers, magazines and books, and were without 
free schools and easily available colleges and univer- 
sities. The cynical Carlyle called his English contem- 
poraries “mostly fools.” In Central Europe the seeming 
failure of the average person to manage his own affairs 
led by cultivation to the entrustment of national, indus- 
trial, and even spiritual affairs to “supermen,” who 
have indeed surpassed their fellowmen in resort to mis- 
guidance and in contempt for the advantages of justice 
tempered with mercy. 


“YE SHALL KNOW THEM BY THEIR FRUITS” 

Our Lord instructed by means of the above rule the 
generation to whom He spoke face to face. It was an 
adequate means of distinguishing safe from unsafe lead- 
ers, true from false propaganda, and real from apparent 
progress. The downfall of Israel was not a necessity 
until the people bade Pilate release unto them a robber 
and crucify their Messiah. 

Relative to the ills of this present day, there has been 
a flood of propaganda, but a minimum of deception. The 
continuance of persons in pivotal industrial, social, and 
“religious” positions who are not secretly but openly 
unfit for leadership brings disaster inevitably, but not 
unexpectedly, to those who realize that “God is not 
mocked; whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap.” 

We are not temperamentally pessimistic nor lacking in 
hope for the triumph of what is essentially right and 
just. But we would feel much more confident of the 
comfort and safety of the next generation if the present 
one were less patient with the misuse of what is good 
by those who delight in the practices of deception. 


WHAT MUST BE FORMED 

WE PREFER in this department to cite “real instances” 
where such are available and where the examples chosen 
can be used without fear of indulging in discrimination. 
We are asking consideration of the query, “What is the 
absolutely necessary qualification that will enable those 
to be called a congregation who are listed as members of 
a church?” We reply without hesitation, “It is an estab- 
lished and active community of interest in each other 
as fellow believers in Jesus Christ.” We enlarge the 
assertion by adding that while pastors and leaders may 
vary in talent, industry, and consecration, their time and 
labor will not produce lasting results unless there occurs 
this interlocking of the people together and their under- 
girding each other to resist the strife and stress from 
the world around them. Now for proofs. 

Prior to 1939 we were present at a U. L. C. A. Broth- 
erhood meeting at which evidences of the progress in 
size and influences of several congregations were pre- 
sented. Fine and sincere tributes to hard-working, tact- 
ful pastors were expressed, but the motive power was 
traced to the co-operative action of many members. The 
group rather than the individual could be discerned. 

Recently a letter has reached us from the president 
of the Illinois Synod relative to the North Austin con- 
gregation of which F. W. Otterbein is the pastor. Dr. 
Otterbein is recovering from a serious illness that has 
required his taking an extended “leave of absence” from 
his beloved people. But they are carrying on with con- 
fidence and effectiveness. They are a community of be- 
lievers and not a crowd of hearers or even of followers. 

Ministerial histories contain the stories of one-man 
churches, but the sketches are largely biographies. 
There is a stage in the life of most congregations when 
the personality and consecration of a duly authorized 
missionary draws people toward him and later to each 
other. But that period is one of “intake.” As soon as 
the ability is reached to generate and distribute outward 
the power of their religion, it is a group and no longer 
an individual that is the church. 


16 


When Ye Pray 


Jesus Provides the Model Prayer and Tells How to Pray 
By D. BURT SMITH 
Luke 11: 1-13. The Sunday School Lesson for December 15 


How to pray is the concern of most 
of us. We want to be right with God, 
so as to have His favor and the appease- 
ment of His wrath. We know our need 
of grace and atonement. Our guilt must 
be covered, our sins forgiven, and our 
justification before God assured. But 
all these are divine acts; none of them 
can we do for ourselves. But will God 
so bless us? Can we wait and hope in 
silence before Him? We are impelled 
to tell God about it, confessing our 
sins, seeking His forgiveness, acknowl- 
edging His power to bless us, and as- 
cribing all praise and honor and power 
and our fullest submission to Him. 

No wonder the disciples asked to be 
taught how to pray! No wonder Jesus 
gave them a form of prayer, with the 
injunction, “after this manner pray ye.” 


A Prepared Prayer 


The model prayer which Jesus gave 
His disciples became for them a pre- 
pared prayer, a prayer to be said—the 
prayer that has increased in popularity 
and intensified in meaning down 
through the centuries. No prayer bet- 
ter fits the individual for being at ease 
in God’s presence; no prayer is as well 
adapted to unify the mind and heart of 
a congregation. The Lord’s Prayer is 
inclusive enough to cover all our needs 
and simple enough to express our es- 
sential desires. 

There is a balance to this prayer that 
is not easy for us to maintain. It 
stresses relation to God more than we 
are prone to do. It pays less attention 
to bodily needs than we are likely to 
do. Our prayers emphasize personal 
needs and desires rather than right re- 
lation to God. This prayer of Jesus 
leans heavily to the spiritual side. Its 
petitions are for the hallowing of God’s 
name and the complete doing of His 
will. When the turn of the prayer is 
to self, all that is physical and material 
is included in one petition, the one ask- 
ing for daily bread. Bread is used as 
covering all essential bodily require- 
ments. Jesus did pay attention to these 
material considerations. He intended 
that we should never separate earning 
or buying our bread from the fact that 
were it not for God’s gracious giving 
we would not have food. This harks 
back to the primal promise that seed- 
time and harvest should not fail. This 
prayer makes personal spiritual needs 
the greatest. Forgiveness for sins and 
safeguarding from sins are matters be- 
yond human powers; we must have 


these from God. This prayer is old, but 
as potent and practical as ever. 


A Persistent Prayer 

From the Oriental setting of this 
parable we take the basic truths about 
persistence in prayer. Contrast is made 
between an indifferent friend and God. 
We measure our going to God in prayer 
by a friend in need going to his friend 
for help. We wonder at his refusal to 
give up when his request met a deaf 
ear. We do not think his request ‘to 


_borrow three loaves is like our requests 


of God, for we want gifts from God, not 
loans. It was the persistence of the 
asker that-got for him the needed 
bread. There was no argument to ex- 
pose his lack of preparation for emer- 
gency. Nothing is told of the talk be- 
tween these friends. The bread given 
was not a mark of friendship but a 
reward for refusing to take delay and 
indifference as a refusal. 

God’s interest in our petitions is not 
to be questioned, though He may seem 
slower than we like in granting them. 
It takes faith and persistence to change 
God’s apparent No into a satisfying 
Yes. If our desire is true, our need 
real, our praying sincere, we must not 
give up; we must pray without ceasing 
according to Jesus’ promise, “Ask and 
ye shall receive.” 


A Personal Prayer 


The prayer that means most to us is 
exceedingly personal. It is not selfish- 


THINK OF THESE 


WE NEED not go beyond Jesus for a 
teacher to teach us to pray. 


Too much of our praying is habit and 


custom—something too easily over- 
looked. 


Progress in true prayer may not be 
proved by our use of better words and 
finer sentences. 


“Much more shall the heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask him”—what encouragement 
this is! 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


December 9-15 


M. The Prayer of Persistence. Luke 11: 1-10. 
T. Exhortation to Prayer. I Timothy 2: 1-8. 
W. Power in Persistence. Luke 18: 1-8. 
Th. Intercessory Prayer. John 17: 9-20. 
F. Faith in Prayer. Matthew 15: 21-28. 
Sat. Humility in Prayer. Luke 18: 9-14. 
S. Our Hope Is in God. Psalm 130: 1-8. 
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ness to believe that an answer to our 
prayer fits us for larger usefulness. In 
fact, this desire for usefulness to God 
and His people, when earnestly ex- 
pressed to God in prayer, is directly 
opposite to selfishness. 

Jesus endorsed personal praying. It 
is he that asketh, seeketh, knocketh 
who gets response. Maybe Jesus in- 
tended us to realize that the hardest 
prayer to offer with unquestionable sin- 
cerity and comprehension of what we 
pray for is the prayer for self that we 
may become what He wants us to be 
and do what He expects us to do. 

Our confidence in God is to be as 
certain as that of a child in a never- 
failing parent. God does not deceive. 
He plays no tricks on us. He answers 
us always in the way best for us. We 
can depend on our generous God. 

What more encouragement to pray 
can any of us need? We have Jesus’ 
word for it that God hears and an- 
swers prayer. He spoke this out of His 
own rich experience. His example is 
our encouragement to pray. Our own 
experience encourages more praying. 
Maybe prayer does not mean much to 
some of us because we have not really 
prayed. 


YOUR BIBLE 


WHEN asked about “your Bible” what 
have you to say? If you have a Bible— 
and it is taken for granted that you 
have—you know where it is, you are 
at least somewhat acquainted with it, 
you have considerable regard for it, 
and you have the conviction that it is 
worth much to you. 

Just how precious your Bible is to 
you is for you to know. Probably you 
cannot convince anybody that your 
Bible has great worth to you, merely by 
saying so. Not that anybody doubts your 
truthfulness, or assumes that you are 
making a false claim for the sake of 
good standing among “the good people,” 
but the test that nobody doubts is that 
you use your Bible much and practice 
its teaching all the time. Your Bible is 
usable, but to be useful it must be 
used. If your Bible could take part in 
casual conversation with your friends 
about your regard for it, what in all 
honesty could it say? 

After all, your Bible is more than a 
book, and different from so many pages 
of printed matter. Your Bible is as 
much of its recorded facts and truths 
as cannot be taken from you. If blind 
and unable to read another word of it, 
and deaf so as to hear no words of it 
spoken, and exiled so as to see nobody 
who knows anything of the Bible, then 
your Bible would be only as much of it 
as remains in your consciousness. What 
you have learned of it, what is a part 
of you—that is your Bible. 


a ius 
1) sh ” 
ae 

hoe 

b 


fae 
- December 4, 1940 
| 


17 


The Young ‘People 


By Amos JoHN Traver, D.D., Frederick, Md. 


THE FIRST CHRISTMAS 
MUSIC 


The Magnificat 
Luke 1: 45-55 


THE gospel of Luke has been called 
the first Christian hymnbook. We owe 
to Luke four inspiring hymns that have 
been sung in the church from. very 
earliest times and are still a vital part 
of our liturgy. These hymns, found in 
the first two chapters of Luke, are The 


Magnificat, The Benedictus, The Gloria , 


in Excelsis and The Nunc Dimittis. The 
titles come from the first Latin words 
of the hymns. 

The Magnificat begins “Magnificat” — 
doth magnify, “anima mea”—my soul, 
“Dominum”—the Lord. After the Vir- 


‘gin Mary received the announcement 


of the birth of Jesus, and accepted the 
commission of God with simple faith, 
she went to her kinsfolk, Elizabeth, 
soon to become the mother of John the 
Baptist. The location of the home of 
Elizabeth and her husband Zacharias is 
vaguely described as “the hill country.” 
This is the usual designation of Judea. 
The name of the town is not given. 

If Mary sought comfort and under- 
standing companionship, she found it 
in Elizabeth. She was greeted with, 
“Blessed art thou among women, and 
blessed is she that believed, for there 
shall be a fulfilment of the things which 
have been spoken to her from the 
Lord.” What a support for her faith to 
discover that her kinswoman recog- 
nized the visitation of God upon her! 
She was not even given time to tell all 
the strange story of the angelic an- 
nouncement to her. Out of this happy 
experience came the beautiful hymn of 
thanks and praise which is the subject 
of our study. pees 


An Ancient Hymn 

The use of this hymn of Mary began 
very, very early in the church. Evi- 
dence shows its inclusion in the liturgy 
of the church before A. D. 600. No 
doubt it was sung as one of the first 
Christian hymns when they were added 
to the inherited hymns of Judaism. The 
converted Jew would find the words 
familiar. This hymn reflects many of 
the phrases and much of the spirit of 
the hymn of Hannah, mother of Samuel. 
Compare it with I Samuel 2: 1-10. The 
hymn is a perfect mosaic of phrases 
familiar to the Jewish worshiper. Com- 
pare Psalms 113: 6-8 and 34: 10. It also 
voices the ancient hopes of Israel and 
very definitely expresses the faith of 


Mary that her child would be the long- 
promised Messiah. It moves from the 
eager hope of the Old Testament to 
their assured fulfillment in the New. 

Our Lutheran fathers included this 
hymn in the Vesper Service. Probably 
the majority of our churches use the 
Nunc Dimittis instead of the Mag- 
nificat. This is the hymn of Simeon, 
the aged saint who was present when 
Jesus was presented before the Lord 
in the Temple. He took the babe in 
his arms and sang ‘now lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace.” We will study 
it further the last Sunday in this month. 
But our people should also know the 
Magnificat. 


The Spirit of the Hymn 

This hymn reveals much that was in 
the heart of Mary. It offers proof of 
the wisdom of God in selecting Mary 
to be the mother of our Lord. There is 
humility coupled with the sense of great 
destiny. This is an important combina- 
tion of character traits, always neces- 
sary for true greatness. She confessed 
herself a humble maiden, but she rec- 
ognized that God had called her to a 
position of eternal honor. The great- 
ness of her spirit is shown by her will- 
ingness to accept the high destiny. 

Thanksgiving is voiced all through 
the hymn, for herself and for her na- 
tion. Hope is in every line.’ She is sure 
that God has now remembered His 
promise for the redemption of Israel 
and is about to fulfill it in her son. Her 
hope is as unlimited as her faith in God. 
“All generations,” “for ever,” these are 
expressions of this hope. The Mag- 
nificat is a hymn of praise. 

We cannot sharply define the areas 
of Christian hope, humility, praise, 
thanksgiving and faith. They are all 
bound together. Certainly this is a 
hymn of great faith. The faith of Mary 
is shown in her happy acceptance of 
the announcement of the angel. Eliza- 
beth greeted her with “blessed is she 
that believed.” Long years had passed 
since the first promise of a Messiah. 
Mary was living in an age when the 
mighty power of Rome had subdued the 
known world. It was no time in which 
a fearful, doubting soul could picture 
the coming of the King of Israel. In 
the very midst of such a hostile world 
situation, Mary believed that her son 
was God-sent to save the world. Only 
a simple soul could accept that call. 


Hope for the Humble 


Even as Mary saw herself, a humble 
maiden, lifted to eternal heights, so she 


saw her son as the saviour of the poor. 
Those of “low degree” are to be ex- 
alted, “the hungry” are to be “filled 
with good things,” the proud, the 
mighty and the rich are to be brought 
down to their proper level. In all this 
Mary understood something of the 
mind of God. 

When God selected the father who 
was to be the head of the family in 
which Jesus was to be born. He chose 
the carpenter, a man who worked with 
his hands. The Jews refused to accept 
Jesus, for one reason, on account of 
the humility of His birth. 

Nazareth was a town of uncertain 
reputation. Joseph and Mary were of 
noble blood but peasants, country folks, 
to the Judean nabobs. The place of 
Jesus’ birth was a stable, not a palace. 
His first visitors were shepherds, com- 
ing fresh from their flocks, not the silk- 
clad courtiers of a king. His first dis- 
ciples were men who also worked with 
their hands, men with no standing 
among the leaders of the Jews, men 
who must be accepted, if at all, for 
what they were, not for their position 
in society. The first Christian churches 
were mainly gathered from the lower 
classes. Mary must have seen some- 
thing of this as she sang, “My soul 
doth magnify the Lord.” If she could 
have carried the Jewish leaders with 
her into her vision, what a different 
fate might have come upon her race. 

The church, down through the ages, 
has not shared fully the vision of Mary. 
But the church has been most Chris- 
tian when it reached out the hand to 
the underprivileged and aided them to 
the place of self-support. Certainly the 
church must disregard the possessions 
of men in measuring its mission. Luther 
insisted that every man had a right to 
be his own priest before God. This is 
a democratic truth that the church must 
preserve. When a man can say to the 
pastor, “Your church is too fine and 
we cannot dress well enough to feel 
comfortable there,” it is time for serious 
thinking. Do poor people find a real 
welcome in our churches today? 

When the Jews mocked Jesus as 
“Friend of publicans and sinners,” they 
were really charging Him with being 
the champion of the poor and outcast. 
His sympathy, His approachableness 
and understanding left him open for 
the friendship of the least in the social 
scale. Does the church continue that 
tradition today? How far is our Christ- 
mas charity program Christian? 

* * * * 

To Leavers: Topic date, December 

15. Next topic, The Gloria in Excelsis. 
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LEFT UNDONE 


In This Installment Pastor Dwight F. Putman 
Lists Omissions of Omaha Convention 
Toward Conscientious Objectors 


Ir THE conscientious objector caught 
a breath of fresh hope from what the 
Church did for him at Omana, at the 
same time he was left pretty flat by 
what it did not do for him. He was told 
that while his Church recognizes the 
right of a man to object to military 
service and participation in war on con- 
scientious grounds, yet it does not rec- 
ognize the choice which he makes in 
the exercise of that right, namely, the 
refusal to participate in mass violence 
and in the taking of human life on the 
battlefield, as a Christian position. Let 
us look at some of the considerations 
and implications that were involved in 
the discussion and action on his case. 

In view of our man’s misguided de- 
cision, he was challenged to a “heart- 
searching study of what the Word of 
God and the witness of the Church 
teach concerning the duties of the 
Christian citizen to the state.” The 
Church immediately supplied the an- 
swer to that search when it straightway 
said, “We hold . . . that the Christian 
citizen is in duty bound to bear arms 
and to offer his life if need be in de- 
fense of his country.” Of course this 
makes it unnecessary for the individual 
to do the suggested research, for there- 
by is the solution predetermined for 
him, though he still has the right to ask, 
“Just what testimony of the Word? 
That of the Sermon on the Mount and 
of the Cross itself? And the witness of 
the Church of what period?” That of 
the first few centuries when “Christians 
were never soldiers and soldiers were 
never Christians?” 


Miserly Comfort 

That phrase, “in defense of his coun- 
try,” is for many people and for many 
situations a saving one, yet it offers a 
miserly comfort to the objector who is 
an American citizen; for on that count 
he knows full well that he would have 
been in duty bound, in the eyes of the 
Church, “to bear arms and to offer his 
life if need be” in every war in which 
his country was ever engaged, just the 
same as it will be his duty again in the 
next one, whether it be fought three 
thousand miles away on the other side 
of the Atlantic, or six thousand miles 
from our shores across the Pacific. In 
other words, he is painfully conscious 
that all our country’s wars since its 
beginning have been defensive wars for 
the state and just wars for the Church. 
In plain language, historically speak- 
ing, by the interpretation of the Church 
there can be, therefore, no such thing 
as an American conscientious objector 
whose position has any Christian jus- 
tification. And this confused man can- 


not unravel that dilemma, and must 
continue to be bewildered by it, for he 
realizes that his faith. which he thought 
was Christian has been responsible for 
making him this way, and there is noth- 
ing else in the whole world that could 
compel him to pay the price which he 
is volunteering to pay, if need be, to 
hold steady to this decision of which 
his Church does not approve. 

It can be seen that the action of the 
Church also carries with it a pretty 
clear implication that the burden is 
upon the conscientious objector of 
proving to the Church, in order even to 
receive from it recognition of his right, 
that he is not just another hypocrite 
and a coward. It was scarcely fair to 
single him out and put him on the spot 
like that when we know that there are 
many more than the sum total of all 


. the honest and the lying objectors to- 


gether who are hypocrites in the bear- 
ing of arms; for though at heart many 
are objectors, yet out of fear they are 
moral cowards and deny their con- 
sciences. 


Heard but Not Adopted 


In connection with the discussion of 
this question a resolution was offered 
to the effect of declaring the way of 
complete love and self-sacrifice as ex- 
emplified in the Cross, rather than mil- 
itary force and violence, as the only 
way for the Christian, and of outlawing 
war as being wholly incompatible with 
that Cross. This resolution received 
sympathetic attention but little voting 
support. 

Another move was made to give the 
conscientious objector at least as good 
standing from the Christian viewpoint 
as the person who engages in military 
service. The following motion to that 
effect was not approved: “That our 
Church recognize and support, alike, 
the position of those of its members 
who engage in the military service of 
their country, and that of those who 
conscientiously object to participation 
in such service.” 

It does seem by a careful analysis of 
any discussion of this issue by a Church 
conference or convention that the cards 
are stacked against the conscientious 
objector; and it becomes a serious ques- 
tion whether at this point we are really 
doing fresh thinking in the area of the 
Christian Gospel or whether we are 
simply amplifying the echoes of tradi- 
tion by modern processes. 

The result is, therefore, that the ob- 
jector for conscience sake is still look- 
ing to the Church to say that, in re- 
fusing to become part of a system that 
purports to train him to engage in in- 
discriminate killing in modern warfare, 
he is making nothing less than a Chris- 
tian choice. That was, and still is, the 
crux of this whole problem confronting 

(Continued on page 21) 
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the story behind our Bible? It 
is a fascinating tale which goes 
back to the time of the early 
Hebrews. 


THIS BIBLE OF OURS And How 
lt Came to Us, a little booklet il- 
lustrated by line cuts and with 
colored cover, tells among other 
things how the message of the 
Hebrews was first written by 
scribes, what happened after Jesus 
came, how the Bible was trans- 
lated into German and later into 
English. 
Three other informing little book- 

lets in this series are: 


GATEWAY TO KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE BIBLE. Some high points 
in this are Books of the Bible, 
Heya: Sayings, Prayers of the 
Bible. 


WONDER BOOK OF BIBLE 
KNOWLEDGE contains Key- 
Words of the Books of the Bible, 
Helps for Bible Reading, and other 
helptul information. 


JEWELS FROM GOD'S WORD 
has Hofmann's beautiful ‘Christ 
Knocking at the Door" on its cover 
and contains alphabetical selec- 
tions from the Bible. 

All four of these booklets are 
popular with young Christians and 
are excellent for souvenir, gift, re- 
ward and study purposes. 


Price, 15 cents each; $1.50 a dozen; 
$10.00 a hundred. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 


13th and Spruce Streets, Philadelphia 
Columbia Pittsburgh 
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IN INDIANA 
By the Rey. G. E. Mullendore 


The Rev. F. M. Hanes, efficient editor 
of the Bulletin and capable pastor of 
the Second Church, Richmond, has ac- 
cepted a call to Grace Church, Elkhart, 
and has begun work in that field. 


Grace Church, Gary, has called the 
Rev. L. H. Grimes of Centralia, Ill., who 
has entered upon his new work. Pastor 
Grimes is heartily welcomed into the 
fellowship of the Indiana Synod. 


Holy Trinity, New Castle, after a 
vacancy of several months, is now be- 
ing served by the Rev. William J. Butt, 
who was located at Madison, Indiana. 


The Rev. W. C. Donaldson, who 
served the Wallace Parish, has accepted 
a call and has been installed as pastor 
of the Bethlehem-LaOtto Parish. 


The Rev. H. A. Kunkle, after several 
years of very effective service in the 
Albion Parish, has removed to take up 
work in the Madison Parish. 


St. Paul’s Church, near Batesville, 
has called the Rev. F. B. Herzel of 
Mulberry, Ind. Pastor Herzel will take 
up the work there at once. 


The Rev. Carl Sorensen resigned as 
pastor of the Deer Creek Parish, in the 
Central Conference, and has accepted 
a call to the Albion Parish. 


In the shifting scene the synod gives 
up two of its pastors: the Rev. Joseph 
Dando, formerly of the Edinburg Par- 
ish, who has accepted a call to Calvary 
Church, Springfield, Ohio. 


Anniversaries 


The fiftieth anniversary was ob- 
served by St. John’s Church of the 
Otterbein Parish Sunday, October 6, 
with the service of Holy Communion 
in the morning and a special anniver- 
sary message in the afternoon by H. E. 
Turney, D.D., president of synod. Many 
former members and their descendants 
were present from sections of Indiana, 
Illinois and Ohio, and even as far as 
Ontario, Canada. A large tent was set 
up outside the church, equipped with a 
public address system, to accommodate 
the overflow crowd. The Rev. H. C. 
Stolldorf spoke at an additional service 
on the evening of October 8. The Rev. 
Paul S. Recher is the pastor. 


Fitting services in observance of the 
one hundredth anniversary of Salem 
Church, New Augusta, were held Octo- 
ber 27 with the Rev. G. L. Kleespie 
pastor, in charge. At the chief service, 
in which the Holy Communion was ad- 
ministered,’ the rites of baptism and 
confirmation were also held. Two for- 
mer pastors, the Rev. C. L. Warstler 
of Canton, Ohio, and the Rev. T. W. 
Brosche of Elmwood Park, Chicago, IIl., 


assisted in the service. An organ re- 
cital featured the afternoon program. 
Greetings were also read from former 
pastors who could not attend: the Rev. 
B. L. Westenbarger of Hollywood, 
Calif.; the Rev. W. C. Laughbaum of 
New Springfield, Ohio; and the Rev. 
S. D. Myers of Alliance, Ohio. At the 
evening service Pastor Kleespie ac- 
knowledged all special gifts received by 
the church and the service of rededica- 
tion was conducted by Dr. H. E. 
Turney. The anniversary sermon was 
delivered by a former pastor, H. Grady 
Davis, D.D., of Chicago Seminary. 


Improvements 
Mt. Zion Church, LaGrange, recently 


‘held a special service of rededication 


on the occasion of the redecoration of 
the interior of the church. The chief 
message was given by R. D. Wheadon, 
D.D., superintendent of Mulberry Lu- 
theran Home, Mulberry, Ind. The Rev. 
W. E. Weber is pastor of the congrega- 
tion which, under his capable leader- 
ship, is making fine progress. These 
improvements were made _ possible 
through the efforts of the Aid Society. 


Several notable improvements in Mt. 
Zion Church of the Middletown Parish 
were made during the summer: re- 
decoration of the church interior; a 
large oil painting of Christ in Geth- 
semane placed above the altar; rear- 
rangement of the pews to form a center 
aisle; installation of art glass windows; 
and painting of the exterior of the 
building. Appropriate services of re- 
dedication were held in which H. E. 
Turney, D.D., president of synod, de- 
livered the message. Visiting pastors 
brought greetings. This splendid work 
has been accomplished under the lead- 
ership of the Rev. V. L. Yohe with the 
loyal co-operation of the congregation. 


Bethany Church, Batesville, reports 
having installed a new heating system 
in the church, erected a new garage 
and modernized the parsonage at a cost 
of $2,000. The Rev. H. L. Greenawalt 
has served Bethany for ten years. 


Youth Responds 

The loyalty of Lutheran Youth was 
clearly demonstrated by the splendid 
response to the Regional Meetings held 
at four points in the synod early in the 
fall. Nearly eight hundred youth at- 
tended the meetings in Indianapolis, 
Kokomo, Napoleon and Evansville. 
Meetings scheduled for South Bend and 
Ft. Wayne had to be cancelled because 
of infantile paralysis. No figures are 
available as to the number of parishes 
in which the follow-up program is be- 
ing carried on, but judging from the 
genuine interest of our youth, we may 
be assured that in most congregations 
they will eagerly participate in a con- 
tinued program. 
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The Conferences 

A growing enthusiasm among the 
men of the synod characterized the 
Laymen’s Rallies at the meetings of 
each of the three conferences. The 
men of the Southern and Central Con- 
ferences were privileged to hear a stir- 
ring address by the Rev. Armin G. 
Weng, Ph.D., president of the Illinois 
Synod, while the Rev. B. H. Pershing, 
Ph.D., Wittenberg College, Springfield, 
Ohio, spoke to the men of the North- 
ern Conference. 

Excellent papers on such subjects as 
Evangelism, The Rural Church, Men 
for the Ministry, and Stewardship con- 
stituted the thought and discussion of 
the Conferences which were well rep- 
resented by pastoral and lay delegates. 
New officers for the conferences are: 
Northern—the Rey. R. H. Trojan, pres- 
ident; the Rev. H. J. Currens, vice- 
president; the Rev. F. L. Stevenson, 
secretary; Mr. Schlundt, treasurer. 
Central—_the Rev. G. E. Mullendore, 
president; the Rev. Paul S. Recher, 
vice-president; the Rev. C. R. Defen- 
derfer, secretary-treasurer. Southern 
—the Rev. F. M. Hanes, president; the 
Rev. C. L. Kleespie, vice-president; the 
Rev. William J. Butt, secretary-treas- 
urer. 

Special Services 

The annual joint Reformation Serv- 
ice comprising the United Lutheran 
churches of the greater Indianapolis 
area and sponsored by the Lutheran 
Men of Marion County, was held on 
the evening of November 3 in St. 
Mark’s Church, R. H. Benting, D.D., 
pastor. The Rev. John S. Albert of 
Gethsemane Church was the liturgist, 
and the sermon titled, “Design for 
Faith,” based on I Peter 1: 7, was de- 
livered by H. Grady Davis, D.D., of 
Chicago Lutheran Seminary, Maywood, 
Ill. The choir of St. Mark’s Church 
furnished special music. Selected solos 
were also sung by Miss Carol Geisler 
of the First Church, and by Ernst 
Heberlein, guest singer. The offering 
received from the large congregation 
was devoted to “Lutheran World 
Action.” 


Special services marking the annual 
observance of Loyalty Sunday and 
Homecoming in Bethel Church, Cicero, 
of which your correspondent is pastor, 
were held on November 3. Rudolph G. 
Schulz, D.D., president of Carthage 
College, Carthage, Ill, was guest 
speaker at the chief service. The Home- 
coming program in the afternoon fea- 
tured an address by R. D. Wheadon, 
D.D., superintendent of Mulberry Lu- 
theran Home. More than two hundred 
persons attended the services of the 
day. The special Loyalty Offering for 
“Lutheran World Action” and the Or- 
gan Fund for the local congregation 
amounted to more than $600. 
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LAND O’ THE LAKES 
By the Rev. William S. Avery 


Leaves are falling in the “Land o’ 
the Lakes,” but not benevolent giving! 
The falling leaves remind us that the 
end of the year is not far off. And in 
this last quarter of 1940, the Michigan 
Synod expects to raise the percentage 
of its apportionment paid another 
notch, as it has done consistently since 
1935. From 55 per cent in 1935, it has 
gone steadily upward until it reached 
almost 80 per cent last year. At the 
present time twenty-three congrega- 
tions are giving more to benevolence 
than in 1939, and eight of these have 
given in excess of apportionment. The 
synod hopes to reach at least 90 per 
cent this year, with its éye set on the 
100 per cent goal. 


Renewed Activity 

With the coming of fall, men’s, 
women’s and young people’s groups be- 
gan renewed activity. Following the 
State Luther League convention, the 
young people co-operated in three Re- 
gional Youth Meetings at Trinity 
Church, Kalamazoo; Holy Trinity, 
Flint; and Hope, Detroit. Almost 500 
youth heard the Rev. Harmon J. Mc- 
Guire of Elgin, Ill, at the three rallies. 
October 6, the Southwest District 
League held its rally at Messiah 
Church, Constantine. Under the gen- 
eral theme of “Christianity and Isms of 
the Day,” the delegates discussed Rus- 
sellism, Christian Science, and To- 
talitarianism. In the evening, the Rev. 
R. Smith, pastor of the host church, 
delivered a message on “True Re- 
ligion.” The Detroit District League 
held its annual business meeting at 
Messiah Church, Detroit, its fall ban- 
quet at Hope Church November 8, and 
its fall rally at Augsburg Church No- 
vember 17. 


October 27 the Brotherhood of the 
Synod sponsored a mass meeting at 
Ann Arbor. Over 100 men from seven- 
teen churches of synod attended the 
afternoon and evening sessions. The 
Rev. F. P. Madsen, president of synod, 
gave the highlights of the U. L. C. A. 
convention at Vespers in Trinity 
Church. Mr. F. Sodt, president of the 
Brotherhood of the Michigan District 
of the American Lutheran Church, 
brought the greetings of that body. At 
a splendid banquet in the Michigan 
Union of the state university, Dr. C. J. 
Rockey, pastor of Hope Church, De- 
troit, made a fresh approach to a sub- 
ject that could well be stale: “Duties 
of Men of the Church to the Church.” 


The Detroit District Church School 
Association met at Messiah Church, 
Detroit, October 6. Dr. Amos J. Traver, 
whose offices in the general church are 
too numerous to mention, was the 


speaker. The Southwestern District 
Sunday School Association met in St. 
Paul’s Church, Battle Creek, October 
20. Addresses and discussion groups 
based their comments upon the general 
theme, “Teach All!” Dr. M. J. Bieber 
of Detroit gave the evening address, 
“The Church Commissioned to Teach.” 


Out-state Churches 

Messiah Church, Constantine, is 
really interested in its very young folk. 
Recently the congregation inaugurated 
both The Children of the Church pro- 
gram anda Junior Choir. But this in- 
terest extends beyond their own com- 
munity. At a Harvest Home Festival, 
vegetables, canned goods and cash were 
given for the Oesterlen Orphans’ Home. 


Because of the concentration of the 
Michigan National Guard at Grand 
Rapids before entraining for Louisiana, 
the women of Trinity Church had a 
unique privilege. For two weeks they 
served 128 men three meals a day. Thus 
they answered a call to their country’ s 
service. 


Holy Trinity Church, Flint, recently 
underwent a complete metamorphosis 
physically and financially. The entire 
debt was re-financed, and the church 
building completely renovated within 
and without. As with such changes, the 
congregation is taking on new life. 


The Rev. E. G. Berger, pastor of 
Ascension Church, Pontiac, believes in 
good church publicity. Besides the 
regular bulletins each Sunday, his con- 
gregation publishes a monthly maga- 
zine, and from time to time issues other 
mimeographed aids. A glance at their 
percentage of gain in church and school 
attendance, communing membership, 
and current and benevolent giving, is 
enough to prove that “advertising 
pays.” 

Another new approach to the matter 
of church publicity comes from Re- 
deemer Church, Lansing. It is among 
several congregations of synod now 
using the bulletins prepared by the 
United Lutheran Publication House. 
But they go one step more. Theirs is a 
double bulletin each Sunday—the inner 
one containing the usual type notices, 
the outer being editorial in nature. 


Detroit Churches 

All the churches of the Detroit area 
celebrated the Festival of the Refor- 
mation with a Vesper Service in Christ 
Church, Detroit, November 3. About 
200 Lutherans heard the Rev. H. E. 
Schildroth, pastor of Bethel Church, 
deliver a stirring message on “The 
Church That Christ Builds.” The of- 
fering was given to Lutheran World 
Action. 


“Banner” attendances are the rule 
rather than the exception at the new 
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mission chapel in northeast Detroit 
under the leadership of Dr. M. J. 
Bieber. 


Messiah Church celebrated its forty- 
third anniversary with a fellowship 
dinner. A. D. Klontz, D.D., minister of 
the Boulevard Temple, delivered a 
stirring address. The following Sunday 
was observed with a “Homecoming 
Service,” an annual occasion at the 
church. Dr. F. M. Keller, pastor of the 
congregation, spoke on the joys and 
privileges of church membership. 


Activities at Hope Church, largest 
congregation in the synod, are so many 
and varied that it is impossible to pre- 
sent an adequate picture of its work. 
And its activities are not confined to 
its own congregation. Under the active 
leadership of Dr. C. J. Rockey, the 
members are taking an ever widening 
interest in outside Christian move- 
ments: This is reflected in the excel- 
lent bulletins which call attention reg- 
ularly to all important programs of the 
U. L. C. A. No wonder benevolent 
giving is steadily on the increase here! 

Hope Church opens its doors every 
once in a while to some event in one 
of the mission congregations without 
adequate facilities of its own. Last 
spring Augsburg Church held its 
fifteenth anniversary banquet there. 
September 13 Resurrection Church fol- 
lowed suit. The Rev. H. E. Schildroth 
was the banquet speaker. The anni- 
versary services were held the follow- 
ing Sunday, with Dr. A. M. Knudsen, 
English secretary of the Board of 
American Missions, speaking at the 
morning worship, and the Rev. F. P. 
Madsen, president of synod, bane 
the evening message. 


Bulletins at Unity Church are 
unique and readable! Sometimes the 
former is possible without the latter. 
But Pastor Boger does not “pull his 
punches.” An appetite-whetting sam- 
ple is this: ‘A good many factories are 
working two and three shifts to meet 
the exigencies of war. Most of our 
churches have one shift—the shiftless!” 


A fine new public address system has 
been installed in Reformation Church, 
the Rev. C. F. Stickles pastor. It con- 
sists of two loud speakers, a microphone, 
and a device for playing phonograph 
records. The cost was cared for by con- 
tributions from the various organiza- 
tions of the congregation. 


Over $8,500 in cash and subscriptions 
for erecting a new building resulted 
from the recent Church Advancement 
Program in Augsburg Church, under 
the direction of Dr. John E. Hummon. 
This was Dr. Hummon’s one hundredth 
such program. All financial and attend- 
ance records are being broken by this 
congregation as it looks forward to a 
long-awaited building program. 
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THE HEART OF EAST OHIO 
By L. W. Sifferd, D.D. 


THE grand County of Tuscarawas 
demonstrated on October 18 that it has 
a loyal band of Lutheran women: 180 
of them gathered at the Tuscarawas 
Church, the Rev. Glen Bishop pastor, 
in the autumn meeting of the Lutheran 
Women’s League. The offering 
amounted to $40, and the reports on 
the activity of the twenty-one churches 
in the county were not only gratifying 
but stimulating. The splendid address 
of the occasion, dealing with the early 
Swedish, Dutch, and German Lutherans 
‘in America, was given by Prof. W. D. 
Allbeck of Hamma Divinity faculty. 
Mrs. O. W. Mears of the Old Town 
church is president of the organization. 


Winklepleck Grove, Sugarcreek, wit- 
nessed to the fact that the laymen of 
the churches here are wide awake as 
to the worth of fellowship and effort. 
There were a couple hundred of our 
Lutheran laymen here for a first 
county-wide Lutheran men’s picnic. 
Baseball, chorus singing, splendid 
speaking were indulged in. And, of 
course, a picnic dinner was enjoyed. 
The second meeting of this group is 
scheduled for November 13 in the 
Dover Church, the Rev. Paul Ebert 
pastor. 


The many fine donations of canned 
fruits, vegetables, etc., of the churches 
in this section for our Orphans’ Home 
in Springfield is an evidence of the 
stewardship of the religion of Lutheran 
people here. Besides feeding and cloth- 
ing them Oesterlen Orphans’ Home as- 
sumes the moral, spiritual, and edu- 
cational care of the hundred children 
of this Home. 


The Shanesville-Sugarcreek churches 
will conduct a joint Preaching Mission 
just prior to Lent. The topics of the 
preachers will be: “Does Christ Fill 
the World’s Need?” “Christ’s Call to 
His Church,” “The Preaching of the 
Church,” “The Witnessing Church,” 
“The Response of Youth,” “What the 
Home Can Do.” The meetings will be 
held in the Reformed Church and will 
Ae from Sunday evening through Fri- 

ay. 


Altar candelabra were presented re- 
cently to St. James Church, Tuscara- 
was, by Mr. George Kopp and daugh- 
ters in memory of the mother of the 
sisters. 


The Strasburg Church, the Rev. Karl 
Schofer pastor, has purchased 150 Com- 
mon Service Books, 100 Parish School 
Hymnals, and 30 song books for the 
primary department. The Beech City 
Church of this parish has just paid oft 
its indebtedness and purchased a sup- 
ply of Common Service Books. 


; 


Burkhart, Baltic, Evanscreek and 
Chili, churches of the Stone Creek 
Parish, E. P. Scharf, D.D., pastor, will 
each have a week of mission services 
during October and November. The 
theme used by Pastor Scharf, who is 
ably assisted by his wife is, “Why I Go 
to Church.” 


The Shanesville and Baltic churches 
have recently held inter-Missionary, 


“THE LUTHERAN” 
FAMILY GROWS 


Results compiled at the end of 
the first month of the special effort 
to increase the circulation of “‘The 
Lutheran” show 2,300 new sub- 
scribers, A. J. Arbogast, circulation 
manager, announces. 

Most of the new subscriptions as 
well as renewals received recently 
have come from congregations in 
which some group of workers ar- 
ranged to make a canvass of the 
membership. In a great many 
congregations no such canvass has 
yet been arranged. There is still 
time for such an effort, and canvass 
materials will be sent promptly to 
any congregation desiring them. 

Special committees in almost 


every synod of the United Lutheran 
Church have sought to stimulate 
enthusiasm for 


the subscription 
campaign. 

Remarkable records have been 
achieved by some very small con- 
gregations. St. Thomas congrega- 
tion of the Shepherdstown, W. Va., 
parish, organized in 1939, with a 
confirmed membership of forty, 
reported ten subscriptions. New 
Haven congregation, Blountville, 
Tenn., has secured 20 per cent of 
its confirmed members as _ sub- 
scribers. Membership is thirty-five. 

Persons who would like to help 
in sending “‘The Lutheran” to those 
who find it difficult to subscribe 
themsevles, including aged pastors, 
are invited to contribute to a spe- 
cial fund for this purpose. 

Subscribers to “The Lutheran” 
are expressing great satisfaction 
with new policies of the paper. The 
continued interest of subscribers in 
encouraging others to go on the list 
is desired. 


Brotherhood, and Luther League meet- 
ings. The Shanesville Parish had the 
men of its churches together October 
21 when the Rev. Walden Holl of New 
Philadelphia brought a very helpful 
message dealing with the place and 
work of Christian men in present-day 
life. The Shanesville congregation is 
supplying its teaching staff with ten 
copies of The Parish School magazine. 


The Tuscarawas Wittenberg Alumni 
Association held its fall meeting in 
Strasburg November 12. The Rev. John 
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Armbruster, missionary to South Amer- 
ica, was the speaker 


The Tuscarawas pastors had their 
all-day October meeting at Bolivar. A 
round-table discussion on Preaching, 
with reference to crowd psychology, 
was the main feature of the program. 
A covered-dish dinner was served by 
the wives of the group. 


One of the liveliest questions in the 
Ohio conferences this fall was the con- 
templated location of the synod’s Sum- 
mer School grounds. There is a pre- 
vailing movement in the synod to pur- 
chase, or lease, a base suitable for the 
church’s summer religious educational 
activities. Options have been secured 
on a number of excellent locations. 
Lakeside on Lake Erie has been the 
center of this activity for many years; 
but due to the rapid growth of the sum- 
mer training work more adequate 
facilities are needed than can be ob- 
tained at Lakeside. 


The Confirmands’ Rally held October 
20 in the New Philadelphia Church was 
a gratifying success. Some 250 young 
people participated. The services were 
ably led by Pastors Maynard A. Stull of 
Youngstown and Walden M. Holl of 
New Philadelphia. 


The Federated Luther Leagues of 
Tuscarawas and adjacent counties will 
hold their annual business meeting in 
the Shanesville Church November 24. 
Officers for the coming year will be 
chosen and plans completed for the 
year’s work of the young people. 


The annual convention of the Luther 
League of the Eastern Conference of 
the Synod of Ohio was held in St. 
Luke’s Church, Youngstown, Novem- 
ber 15 and 16. The theme was, “Ad- 
vancing with Christ in Thought, in 
Action, in Prayer.” The banquet 
speaker was H. C. Roehner, D.D., of 
the Uniontown Parish. Other speakers 
were Pastors Mitchell of Columbus, 
Pifer of Stubenville, and Grohne of 
Leetonia. 


LEFT UNDONE 
(Continued from page 18) 


the Christian Church. Its solution lies, 
not in what the Church did for the con- 
scientious objector at Omaha, but in 
what it did not do. 

Yes, our Church did take a forward 
step in the statement which it adopted, 
though in doing so it simply moved up 
and kept pace with the state. It is not 
to be expected that the state will ad- 
vance beyond its present position on 
this matter. Does that mean that we 
must expect that the limits of the 
Church in this direction have thereby 
been prescribed for the future? 
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INDIA INKLINGS 
By the Rev. C. H. Swavely 


Our Mission in India is enjoying the 
privilege of having a number of inter- 
esting and distinguished visitors. Re- 
cently the Rev. Henry Cornehlsen, Jr.,* 
pastor of Immanuel Church, Philadel- 
phia, Pa., spent some days at Guntur 
and Rajahmundry, and brought a 
cheering message to all who had the 


FOR ALL PEOPLE 
PRAYERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
By DR. LEANDER M. ZIMMERMAN 


A RARE GIFT BOOK 
Pocket Size—Bound in Cloth. 
Postpaid, 35 cents each. Three for $1.00. 
14 Printings in 8 Months 
PRESS NOTICES 
THE LUTHERAN—‘‘Very attractive. Accept- 
able to all. Not patterns but actual prayers.” 
CHRISTIAN CENTURY — “Deeply felt and 
well expressed.” 
CHRISTIAN OBSERVER—“Invaluable aid in 
family and private devotions.” 

MOODY MONTHLY—‘Material which the 
devout soul may use and offer to God.” 
PULPIT DIGEST—‘Extremely well written. 

Filled with fervor of the first order.” 
ZION’S HERALD—“An excellent piece of 
spiritual work, strength and inspiration.” 
WATCHMAN EXAMINER—“Refreshing, in- 
spiring, helpful.” 
UNITED PRESBYTERIAN — “Expressed in 
devout and reverent language.” 
AMERICAN LUTHERAN — ‘Profound mes- 
sage, high spiritual tone, close to practical 
needs.” 
WORLD CALL—“We earnestly commend 
these prayers.” 
THE MESSENGER — “Reverence with sim- 
_ Plicity, in language of real devotion.” 
BALTIMORE SUN—“Supplications of marked 
beauty and dignity.” 
Order from 
The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


When in St. Louis, Missouri, visit 


FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ALFRED L. GREWE, Pastor 
2831 Kingshighway Memorial Blvd. 
SUNDAY SERVICES 10:45 A. M. 


MARION COLLEGE 


Accredited Junior College and High School 
in famous “blue grass” region of Virginia. 
Liberal arts. Pre-library, Pre-nursing, Pre- 
journalism, Pre-social work, Education, Busi- 
ness Education, Home Economics, Music, 
Speech, Happy home and social life in at- 
mosphere of Southern culture. 67th year. 
Rates, $425.00 to $485.00. Catalogue and view- 
book.—H. J. Rhyne, Pres., Box K, Marion, Va. 


PITTSBURGH Visitors Are Invited 
to attend the Services of 
First Lutheran Church 
GRANT ST., Near SIXTH AVE. 
REV. A. J. HOLL, D.D., Pastor 


SUNDAY 
SERVICES 


9:30 A. M. 
11:00 A. M. 
8:00 P. M. 
MORNING 
SERVICE 
Broadcast over 
Sta WJAS 


opportunity of meeting him and hear- 
ing him speak. The colored movies 
which he took of our Mission field 
should give our people in America a 
more faithful record of everyday life 
and scenery in India than has been pos- 
sible heretofore. 


October 1 the Mission Council, in 
session at Guntur, had the high honor 
of having His Excellency The Hon. Sir 
Arthur Oswald James Hope, the Gov- 
ernor of the Madras Presidency, ad- 
dress them in St. Matthew’s Church. 
His Excellency spoke earnestly con- 
cerning the seriousness of the struggle 
in which the Empire is now engaged, 
and suggested ways in which the mem- 
bers of the Council could be of as- 
sistance in the conflict against the forces 
of evil. Mrs. A. F. A. Neudoerffer pre- 
sented him with a check representing 
the contributions of the members of the 
Mission Council towards the Governor’s 
War Fund. 


While the Mission Council was still 
in session, the good news was received 
that Edwin Moll, D.D., general secre- 
tary of the U. L. C. A.’s Board of For- 
eign Missions, had arrived safely at 
Colombo, and was expected to reach 
the Mission field before October 15, 
after visiting the Kodaikanal School for 
Missionaries’ Children, and important 
centers of Lutheran work south of Ma- 
dras. Everyone is looking forward with 
much interest to the visit of Dr. Moll, 
and a detailed itinerary has been ar- 
ranged so that he will see every mission 
station during the next three months. 


Federation Executive Council 

The Executive Council of the Federa- 
tion of Evangelical Lutheran Churches 
in India at its recent meeting at Rajah- 
mundry, gave special attention to the 
problem of the distressed Lutheran 
churches and missions in India. More 
than $45,000 has been received from 
Indian and American sources by the 
Federation for the relief of these dis- 
tressed missions and churches, and ar- 
rangements were made for appropria- 
tions for the remaining months of this 
year approximating $6,200 for each 
month. 

The bodies now receiving assistance 
through the Federation are the 
Breklum, Danish, Santal, Gossner and 
Tamil churches and missions, and the 
Lutheran National Missionary Society. 
The National Christian Council of India 
is working in close co-operation with 
the Federation in helping those whose 
support has been removed by the war, 
and has gathered more than $6,000 from 
Indian sources for this purpose. The 


* The interesting visit of Pastor Cornehlsen 
to interview Mr. Gandhi has already been pub- 
lished in THE LuTHERAN. A later issue will carry 
an interview with him that describes missionary 
activities seen in India and elsewhere while he 
was on his tour. 
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representatives of the bodies receiving 
assistance through the Federation who 
were present at the meeting in Rajah- 
mundry were eloquent in their expres- 
sions of gratitude for the help which 
they are receiving. 

The next regular meeting of the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the Federation will 
be held at Guntur, December 17-19. 
The Rev. P. Paradesi, Luthergiri, 
Rajahmundry, is president of the Fed- 
eration, and J. D. Asirvadam, Madras 
Christian College, is the secretary. 


Andhra Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Convention 

The tenth convention of the Andhra 
Evangelical Lutheran Church was held 
in September at the U. L. C. M. High 
School, Bhimavaram. There were 84 
delegates elected from the five con- 
stituent synods, of whom 64 were In- 
dian and 20 missionaries. Two young 
men were ordained to the ministry at 
this convention. Among the themes 
which received consideration in the de- 
votional and business sessions were: the 
Christian Home, the problem of Adult 
Literacy, the Merciful Work of the 
Church, further plans for the organiza- 
tion of the work of the church under 
boards, and the centennial celebrations 
which are being arranged for 1942. The 
newly elected officers of the church are: 
President, J. R. Fink, D.D.; vice-pres- 
ident, the Rev. T. Matthew; secretary, 
Mr. T. S. Paulus. 


Mission Council 

The Council of the India Mission has 
just completed a week of very impor- 
tant meetings at Guntur. A number of 
assignments and associations in work 
were arranged for, including the fol- 
lowing: Dr. and Mrs. F. L. Coleman, 
Luthergiri Seminary, Rajahmundry; the 
Rev. and Mrs. R. L. Cunningham, In- 
dustrial Work, Guntur; the Rev. and 
Mrs. G. S. Haaf, Lam Farm, Guntur; 
the Rev. and Mrs. L. W. Slifer, Satten- 
apalle; the Rev. and Mrs. Paul H. 
Gleichman, Korukonda field; the Rev. 
William Coleman, Bhimavaram field; 
Miss Hazel Naugle, Peace Lodge and 
Dean of Women, Andhra Christian Col- 
lege; Miss Edith Eykamp, Stall Train- 
ing School; Miss Margaret Zundel, 
Repalle; Miss Margaret Hawkinson, 
Bhimavaram; Miss Myrtle Onsrud, 
Kugler Hospital, Guntur. 

A revised plan for the administra- 
tion of the Andhra Christian College, 
as well as the plan for transferring 
most of the work now administered by 
the Council to Boards to be organized 
under the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, were placed before the Coun- 
cil, and are to receive further con- 
sideration at the January 1941 meet- 
ings. 

Guntur, October 5, 1940. 


December 4, 1940 


HALF-MILLION APPEAL 


Ministerium of Pennsylvania Organizes in 
Behalf of Muhlenberg College and 
Philadelphia Theological Seminary 


In accorD with action taken by the 
1940 convention of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania, an appeal for a fund of 
$500,000, to be divided equally between 
Muhlenberg College and the The- 
ological Seminary at Philadelphia, is 
now being organized throughout the 
synod and among alumni and other 
friends of the two institutions. . 

The money will be applied to in- 
creasing endowments and retiring in- 
debtedness, so that more adequate funds 
will be available for the enlarged edu- 
cational programs which the college 
and seminary have undertaken to meet 
the needs of their constituency. 

The movement, designated the United 
Appeal, is being carried out by a spe- 
cial committee of the synod which has 
delegated the management of the ap- 
peal to a business committee consisting 
of Peter P. Hagan, Philadelphia, chair- 
man; Dr. Levering Tyson, president of 
the college; and Dr. Paul J. Hoh, of the 
seminary faculty. 

A plan of organization and action was 
put into final form at a series of meet- 
ings on November 15, concluding with 
a dinner of the various groups- that 
comprise the Executive Committee, 
numbering nearly one hundred. Rep- 
resented on this body are the United 
Appeal Committee, augmented by the 
presidents of the women’s auxiliaries 
of both college and seminary, the 
boards of both institutions, the Com- 
mittee of Conference Presidents, the 
conference chairmen for the appeal, the 
special gifts committee and chairmen 
of various other committees. 

Organization will follow conference, 
district and congregational lines, lead- 
ing up to an intensive appeal in each 
congregation, conducted by a volunteer 
committee, during the last ten days of 
April 1941. 

The goal of the movement is to have 
$500,000 paid in by 1942, when the bi- 
centennial of the landing of Henry 
Melchior Muhlenberg will be cele- 
brated. 


PROMISE FULFILLED 


Sacramento (California) Luther Leaguers 
Fill Church on Reformation Sunday 
By Pastor H. W. Opperman 


In one of Jesus’ parables, the com- 
mand was given “to go into the high- 
ways and the hedges and compel them 
to come in.” That was taken literally 
by a group of young people in St. John’s 
Lutheran Church of Sacramento, Calif., 
as a result of the Youth Conference 
held recently. The leader of the Con- 


ference, which was a part of this year’s 
promotional program of the United 
Lutheran Church in America, was the 
Rev. James P. Beasom, pastor of First 
Lutheran Church, Glendale, Calif. 

During the course of his remarks he 
gave as an illustration the story of what 
one young man in the Glendale Parish 
had done to increase church attend- 
ance. At the close of the conference, 
which lasted well into the night, sev- 
eral Intermediate and Senior Luther 
Leaguers of St. John’s, Sacramento, 
came to me and asked if they couldn’t 
do something to increase attendance in 
our church. I answered, “Sure, why 
not?” 

“All right,” they said. “We'll make 
you a bet. We'll fill the lower floor of 
the church on Reformation Sunday. 
You'll be away at the U. L. C. A. Con- 
vention nearly all month, so it really 
will be up to us. All we ask is that we 
have the use of the mailing list of the 
church.” They were given the list. 

A few days later I left for Omaha. 
On my return I asked what was going 
on. “Just wait till the twenty-seventh” 
I was told. On the morning of the 
twentieth of October I announced to 
the congregation that our young people 
were going to fill the lower floor of the 
church next Sunday. The smiles I saw 
were very kind, .but also very in- 
dulgent. It never had been done, and 
nothing like that could possibly happen. 
The next Sunday they came!!!! They 
worshiped!!! They sang and they 
prayed!!! The goal had been reached— 
the lower floor was packed to capa- 
city. The young people had literally 
“sone into the highways and the hedges 
and compelled them to come in.” 

I asked them how they had done it. 
There was nothing complicated about 
it. They had simply taken the mailing 
list, divided it up, and each Leaguer 
had been responsible for his or her 
group. It was up to them to get these 
people to promise that they would be 
in church that Sunday morning. The 
telephone was used. One Intermediate 
Leaguer spent all day Saturday check- 
ing up on her people. Cards were sent 
to those who had no telephone, and if 
return cards were not forthcoming with 
the desired promise, a personal call was 
made. People who did not attend any 
church were called upon by the 
Leaguers and were brought to church. 
The president of the senior group made 
three trips, bringing three carloads to 
church. And one of the strangest things 
was the kindliness, the courtesy and 
the interest with which these telephone 
calls, cards, etc., were received by the 
people who were contacted. Since that 
Sunday the average attendance has in- 
creased about 20 per cent, and several 
requests for membership in St. John’s 
have been made, and a few mouldy 
letters of transfer from congregations in 
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the East have been dug out of trunks. 

The young people brought them in!! 
There’s nothing wrong with youth. We 
have as representative a group as there 
is in any community. Give them some- 
thing to do, and they’ll do it. Young 
people, as evidenced in this instance, 
are interested in the Church—they do 
have a faith in Jesus Christ as their 
Saviour; and they’re not afraid to show 
that faith, nor are they reticent about 
showing their interest and pride in their 
Church. As they said that Sunday eve- 
ning at their League meeting, “Pastor 
Opperman, we’ll fill that church every 
Sunday for you yet.” I ask you—how 
can a pastor, or the Church of Jesus 
Christ, lose with a group of young peo- 
ple like that? 
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The Use of 
CARDLES in 
Christianfellouship 


HOSPICE CELEBRATES 35TH 
ANNIVERSARY 


Tue Lutheran Hospice, located at 
20th and Race Streets, Philadelphia, 
Pa., observed its thirty-fifth anniver- 
sary November 8. Pastors, representa- 
tives, and friends were invited. Wil- 
liam H. Patrick, Jr., chairman of the 
Hospice Committee, presided and wel- 
comed the guests. The Rev. Frank M. 
Brown, director of the Hospice, gave a 
brief history of the work. Miss Irene 
Pfaff sang several numbers. M. R. 
Hamsher, D.D., president of the Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania Synod, was intro- 
duced and spoke of the work of the 
Hospice and brought greetings. E. P. 
Pfatteicher, D.D., president of the Min- 
isterium of Pennsylvania, related inter- 
esting facts concerning the Hospice and 
commended the good work that is be- 
ing done. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., and 
the Rev. Frederick A. Smith partic- 
ipated in the program. The members 
of the auxiliaries served light refresh- 
ments and the boys took the guests 
on a tour of the house. 


NAME CHANGED; SCOPE 
WIDENED 


Tue Orphans’ Home at Topton, Pa., 
was incorporated December 7, 1896, 
under the name, “The Lutheran Or- 
phans’ Home in Berks County, Penn- 
sylvania.” October 7, 1940, the Court 
of Common Pleas of Berks County, 
upon a petition presented to the court 
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by the corporation, amended the char- 
ter so that the new name is “The Lu- 
theran Home at Topton, Pennsylvania.” 

The corporation is now authorized— 

“A. To provide for poor and destitute 
children who have lost one or both 
parents, and others who may be home- 
less, and to give them a proper secular 
and religious education and training. 

“B. To provide for aged men and 
women.” 

Under this new arrangement, the 
Home is now in a position to receive 
contributions, bequests, and money or 
other personal property ‘and devises of 
real estate for the use of the Home and 
for both orphans and the aged. The 
Home is not yet equipped with the 
necessary building, or buildings, re- 
quired to take care of the aged, but the 
Board of Trustees will make every ef- 
fort to provide the necessary facilities 
for them. Dr. J. O. Henry is super- 
intendent-of this institution. 


GOLDEN JUBILEE AT 
PORTLAND, ORE. 


Tue fiftieth anniversary of St. James 
Church, Portland, Ore., was observed 
with special services October 20 and 21. 
The anniversary sermon, “The Church 
in Man’s Day and in God’s Day,” was 
preached by J. C. Kunzmann, D.D., of 
Seattle, Wash., at the Sunday morning 
service. A Christian Fellowship service 
was held Sunday afternoon with an ad- 
dress on “Common Objectives,” by the 
Rev. Dr. George Nace, executive sec- 
retary of the Portland Council of 
Churches. Pastors from the Pacific 
Synod and associate churches of the 
city brought greetings. The Rev. Walter 
H. Hellman represented the Portland 
Lutheran Federation. 

Communications offering felicitations 
were read at the services, sent by 
church officials and by former pastors 
and former members now resident in 
other cities. 

In addition to a large offering re- 
ceived at the services, a special anni- 
versary gift of $500 was presented by 
the Ladies’ Auxiliary of the church. 

Monday evening the jubilee banquet 
was attended by the members of the 
congregation and many friends as 
guests. The banquet address, “Civiliza- 
tion’s Last Chance,” was delivered by 
the Hon. Marshall Dana, editor of the 
Oregon Journal. The Rev. Andrew 
Engeset presented greetings of the 
Pacific Synod. The special musical pro- 
gram rendered by soloists and the 
church choir was in charge of Prof. 
Charles Swenson, director and church 
organist. Mrs. I. M. Bohnson, the hon- 
ored charter member of the congrega- 
tion, gave interesting reminiscenses of 
the beginnings of St. James. 
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St. James Church was organized 
March 15, 1890, with thirty charter 
members. Missionary work, which re- 
sulted in the organization of the first 
English Lutheran Church in the state 
of Oregon, was begun by G. H. Ger- 
berding, D.D., then of Fargo, N. D. The 
first missionary pastor was the Rev. 
M. L. Zweizig, who served the church 
from 1890 to 1899. The Rev. Charles 
S. Rahn was supply pastor 1900-1901. 

A plain, temporary structure costing 
$200 housed the congregation until a 
permanent building, a first unit, or 
chapel portion of the new church, was 
built in 1891. The new church was 
completed in 1907 during the pastorate 
of J. Allen Leas, D.D. 

The Rev. William E. Brinkman was 
called to the pastorate in 1916, and dur- 
ing these years the remaining mortgage 
debt on the church and on extensive 
property improvements has been liqui- 
dated. The membership has generously 
contributed during past years to the 
synodical apportionment and to the 
general benevolences and work of the 
United Lutheran Church at home and 
abroad. 


HUNTINGDON CHURCH 
REDEDICATED 


REDEDICATORY services were con- 
ducted in St. James Church, Hunting- 
don, Pa., November 3-10. The services 
followed the completion of extensive 
alterations and renovation in the church 


THE NEW CHANCEL IN ST. JAMES CHURCH, 
HUNTINGDON, PA. 


building and marked a high tide of joy 
on the part of the congregation in its 
greatly beautified sanctuary and of the 
pastor, Edmund L. Manges, D.D. 

The work was designed and directed 
by Mr. F. G. Dempwolf, registered 
architect, York, Pa., and amounted in 
cost to $10,000. The chancel was rear- 
ranged with altar, pulpit, lectern and 


choir location conforming to churchly 
standards. Altar, reredos and chancel 
rail are of oak, handcarved, An oak 
grillwork covers organ pipes. A center 
aisle was cut through the pews, and 
the interior of the church was redec- 
orated. An indirect lighting system was 
installed and the organ was renovated 
and modernized. 

The Rev. Dr. Harvey D. Hoover of 
Gettysburg Theological Seminary as- 
sisted the pastor at the service of re- 
dedication and preached the dedicatory 
sermon. Calvin P. Swank, S.T.D., mis- 
sionary superintendent of the Central 
Pennsylvania Synod, preached at the 
Sunday evening service. Other speak- 
ers during the week of services were 
Dr. Lewis C. Manges of Harrisburg; 
the Rev. John T. Peters, president of 
the Huntingdon Ministerium; Dr. M. R. 
Hamsher, president of the Central 
Pennsylvania Synod; Dr. F. R. Wagner 
of Martinsburg, W. Va., the only living 
former pastor of the congregation. 

A special musie service was pre- 
sented Friday evening. Mr. Walter 
Hansen, organist of Cleveland, Ohio, 
gave a recital on the organ, and the 
choir, Mr. John C. Horn, choirmaster, 
and Mrs. John Strait, organist, sang 
several selections. 


PERSONAL 


The Rev. A. C. Baumgaertner has 
accepted the call of Immanuel congre- 
gation, Bailey’s Harbor, Wis., to become 
its pastor. He resigned as pastor of St. 
John’s, Phillips, effective November 1, 
and was installed in his new charge by 
Dr. Jonas H. Dressler November 10. 

During his pastorate of six years at 
Phillips, Mr. Baumgaertner witnessed a 
growth from a membership of 136 to 
237; the indebtedness of $2,900 has been 
entirely paid; and the church and par- 
sonage have been remodeled. 


AT THE morning service on October 
27 the fiftieth anniversary of the or- 
dination to the gospel ministry of the 
Rev. Emanuel L. Dreibelbis was cele- 
brated in Zion Church, Saddle River, 
N. J. The sermon was preached by Dr. 
Samuel Trexler, president of the 
United Synod of New York. A covered 
dish luncheon was served in the parish 
hall. At three o’clock a service was 
held at which the Rev. Walter Fred- 


erick of Hawley, Pa., was the speaker. _ 


Mr. Dreibelbis has been pastor at 
Saddle River for fifteen years. 


The Rev. D. L. Dyreson resigned the 
pastorate of the First Church, San 
Diego, Calif., to take effect November 
20 in order that he might become a 
chaplain in the United States Army. 
Dr. George H. Hillerman is supply pas- 
tor until Pastor Dyreson’s successor is 
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THAT TAKE THE EYE 


Moulded Wood Plaques 


Three new novelty plaques have 
been added to our list of attractive 
gifts. Simulated walnut wood, life- 
like expressions. 


No. GDWE'586 Christ Blessing the Chil- 
dren 
No. GDWF587 The Good Shepherd 


No. GDWF588 Christ and the Rich Young 
Ruler 


Size, 4% x 3% inches. 


Price, in gift box: 35 cents each; 
$1.00 a set. 


Send for 
Holiday 
Catalog 
listing gifts 


No. WIF583 
The Boy 
Samuel 

No. WF584 

Jesus at Twelve 


No. WF585 


Christ in 
Gethsemane 


This set, also of simulated walnut 
wood, beautifully framed. 
Size, 54% x 3 inches. 


Price, in gift box: 35 cents each; 
$1.00 for set of three. 


UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 


13th and Spruce Streets, Philadelphia 


Chicago Columbia Pittsburgh 
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]00,000 YEARLY USE |T 
pELOUBET. 
sELT TPES 


UniFORM sunday. SCvDOL LESSONS 


ILBURM. SM&QGH D.D. $ 
INDISPENSABLE TO TEACHERS 

2. OF ALL GRADES ae 

post PAlD’ AT ALL BOOKSTORES © post paio 


CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT VESTMENTS 
HANGINGS - ORNAMENTS - FRINGES 
FURNISHINGS AND SUPPLIES 
Catalog Free on Request. 

The C. E. WARD CO., New London, O. 


The Improved Wright 


Rolling Canvas Curtains 


Used in Sunday schools, chapels, etc., to di- 
vide class rooms. Easy and simple to operate. 
Sound-proof as wood partitions. Economical. 
Now in use in many churches. It is the most 


successful rolling partition obtainable. 
Large Velour Curtains a_ specialty. 
For prices, recommendations, and other 
particulars, write to 


WRIGHT & GAMBER, Lebanon, Pa. 
John G. Wright, Prop. 
“Endorsed by Leading Architects” 


No. PG 115—Girl | 


Revised 
Prayer 


growing. 


Chicago 


Give PRAYER HABITS an Early Start 


a with one of our 
eee bronze metal faced 
bedtime 
plaques. Available 
with the kneeling 
figure of either a 
boy or a girl,* this 
plaque contains a 
revised version of 
the ''Now | Lay Me 
Down" prayer which 
will serve as a help- 
ful medium in acquainting the child with an improved form of this prayer. 


Size, 7 x 12 inches. Price, complete with Gift Box, $1.00; by mail, $1.15. 
(*Order by Number) 


“Now | lay me down to sleep; 
| pray the Lord my soul to keep. 
When in the morning light | wake, 
Help me the path of love to take 
And keep the same for Thy dear sake." 


We have many fine books of prayers for children, young people and adults 
(descriptions on application). Start prayer habits early and let them keep 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 
THIRTEENTH AND SPRUCE STREETS, PHILADELPHIA 
Columbia 


called. During the month of November 
the church mortgage was reduced 
$1,000 through a bequest from Jacob 
Sichler, a former member, and repairs 
and renovations have been made on the 
property at a cost of $1,500. 

Upon completion of his work in San 
Diego, Dr. Hillerman plans to resume 
his Bible Conference lectures in the 
congregations on the West Coast. 


The Rev. P. W. Hanshew has been 
called to duty as chaplain at Fort Knox, 
Kentucky, and has resigned the parish 
at Walton, Indiana. 

During the summer, improvements 
were made at Walton to the parsonage 
and church. 


THE selection of Mrs. Rosanna Mac- 
Kinney as dietitian and housekeeper 
was announced following a recent meet- 
ing of the Executive Committee of 
Tressler Orphans’ Home held in Loys- 
ville, Pa. 


Mrs. MacKinney comes to Tressler 


Orphans’ Home with a splendid back- 
ground of training and experience in 
household and residence hall manage- 
ment and dietetics. She has taken spe- 
cial work in interior decorating, foods, 
preparation of menus, and quantity 
food planning. She has assisted in 
Community Food Conservation Pro- 
grams; has been supervising house- 
keeper in resort hotels; has served as 


prayer 


No. PG 120—Boy 


Pittsburgh 
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residence director of Y. W. C. A. res- 
idence halls; and has had additional 
experience in dinmg room and hotel 
cafeteria work. 

Mrs. MacKinney is the sister of R. H. 
Gearhart, D.D., student pastor at the 
University of Pennsylvania and in the 
Philadelphia area. 


The Rev. Carl Satre arrived in Chi- 
cago November 2 to begin his work as 
acting pastor of North Austin Lutheran 
Church, of which Dr. F. W. Otterbein 
is pastor. Pastor Satre was graduated 
from Hamma Divinity School in 1928, 
and after a year’s study abroad was 
ordained by the Illinois Synod, No- 
vember 3, 1929. He accepted the call 
to Amity Church, Lena, IIL, and served 
this congregation until recently. A 
short time ago he was called for one 
year of active service as chaplain, with 
the rating of captain, in the United 
States Army. He was stationed at Fort 


~ Snelling, Minnesota. The government 


granted him a release from this duty in 
order that he might assist this congre- 
gation during the illness of its pastor. 

The Rev. Carl F. Yaeger has been in 
charge of the work in North Austin 
since the illness of Dr. Otterbein. How- 
ever, he feels that the time has come 
when he must return to his family in 
the east and his work with the Board 
of American Missions. 


Mrs, Albert Schnake, wife of the pas- 
tor of Grace Church, Villa Park, IIl., 
has recently been enrolled as a mem- 
ber of the National League of Amer- 
ican Pen Women, whose headquarters 
are in Washington, D. C. This honor 
was accorded her on the merit of con- 
tributions of poems in the “Christmas 
Annual” and other publications. Mrs. 
Schnake has made a few contributions 
to THE LUTHERAN. 


The Rev. Henry W. Snyder, Jr., was 
ordained in St. Paul’s Church, Wash- 
ington, D. C., Sunday, November 10, 
by Amos John Traver, D.D., president 
of the Maryland Synod. The sermon 
was preached by Henry W. Snyder, 
Sr., D.D., pastor of St. Paul’s and father 
of the candidate for ordination. U. S. G. 
Rupp, D.D., assisted. Pastor Snyder 
has been called to be assistant pastor 
at the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Frederick, Md., and was installed 
Wednesday evening, November 20. He 
succeeds the Rev. Herbert L. Schluder- 
berg, now pastor of the Church of the 
Redeemer, Baltimore, Md. 


CONGREGATIONS 


Sunpay evening, December 1, a new 
pulpit robe was presented by members 
of the Sunday school to Trinity Church, 
Arcadia, Ohio. Mr. Dale Ebersole, 


December 4, 1940 


superintendent of the Sunday school, 
made the presentation to the pastor, 
the Rev. W. Refus Rings. At the same 
service a fair linen, presented to the 
church by the Nursery Class, was ded- 
icated. The special speaker at the serv- 
ice of dedication was Dr. Wayne O. 
Kantner of Tiffin, Ohio. A modern 
forced air heating plant is being in- 
stalled in the church and funds suf- 
ficient to cover more than one-half of 
the cost are available from free-will 
offerings by members and friends of 
the congregation, which is free of all 
other indebtedness. Steady progress 
and development have resulted from 
the leadership of Pastor Rings. 


St. John’s Church, Findlay, Ohio, held 
a rededicatory service November 10, at 
which Dr. Joseph Sittler, president of 
the Synod of Ohio, was the guest 
speaker. St. John’s has recently com- 
pleted improvements, including the in- 
stallation of a new lighting and heating 
system, redecoration of the church, a 
railing and drapes for the choir loft, 
Christian and national flags, and lay- 
ing new floors in the parsonage. The 
Rev. H. Ward Grieb, pastor of this con- 
gregation, was also given recognition 
on this the tenth anniversary of his 
present pastorate. 


Maytown-Bainbridge, Pa. The May- 
town-Bainbridge Parish celebrated the 
tenth anniversary of the pastorate of 
the Rev. Kirby M. Yiengst with appro- 
priate services Sunday morning, No- 
vember 3, in St. John’s Church, May- 
town. Dr. M. R. Hamsher, president 
of the Central Pennsylvania Synod, 
preached the sermon. 

Under the leadership of the pastor 
this parish has grown and prospered. 
Benevolences have been increased and 
the parish has been materially and 
spiritually strengthened. These two 
congregations have given $31,941 for 
local current expenses and $6,745 for 
benevolence and missions; 160 children 
were baptized, and 212 new members 
were added to the church roll. The pas- 
tor made approximately 13,000 pastoral 
calls in the interest of the churches and 
the welfare of the members. Many re- 
pairs and improvements have been 
made and a fine spirit of co-operation 
exists between pastor and people. 


Novemser 3 special features marked 
the morning service at St. John’s, 
Ringtown, Pa. The occasion was the 
fourth anniversary of the pastorate of 
the Rev. W. Robert Miller. Reports by 
leaders of organizations pictured the 
progress and present state of affairs in 
the congregation, as seen by lay leaders. 

Highlights of the one-minute speeches 
were: 

The Elvira Strunk Society reported 
that between 30 and 40 young women 
attend its meetings. 


The Women’s Missionary Society, 25 
members, has met its quotas in full. 

The Sunday school, with an enroll- 
ment of 347, this year gave $200 to- 
ward church debt reduction. 

The Men’s Bible Class, 29 members, 
is socially active and is aiding the 
church with contributions for coal. 

The Ladies’ Aid earned more than 
$1,000 in the first ten months of 1940, 
and gave nearly $800 toward church 
debt reduction. 

The Women’s Bible Class, 20 mem- 
bers in regular attendance, is increas- 
ing in attendance and this year gave 
division curtains to its Sunday school 
room. 

The Young Women’s Bible Class, 30 
regular members, sponsored a fine 
social program. 

The League has more than 20 active 
young people. 

The Young People’s Choir, 30 active 
members, gives seasonal cantatas and 
radio programs, and financed the build- 
ing of the new basement stage with its 
excellent equipment. The Primary De- 
partment gave the stage curtain; the 
Sunday school shared in the expense. 

The Children of the Church has 
nearly 40 participants in its program. 

The church debt has recently been 
reduced by an additional $1,000. 

The four-year program has been 
marked by the following advances at 
Ringtown: 

Reduction of the church debt by ap- 
proximately $9,400. 

Communing membership increased 
by 126. 

Physical improvements include: par- 
sonage furnace, primary department 
equipment and piano, church and Sun- 
day school hymnals, new and com- 
pletely equipped stage, installation of 
athletic equipment in church basement, 
robes for 30 choristers purchased by the 
choir. 

At Brandonville the communing 
membership has advanced from 37 to 
74. Physical improvement includes: 
painting of church interior, purchase 
of Common Service Books, installation 
of an altar, dossal curtain, pulpit desk 
with light, altar candelabra, cross, 
missal stand, offering plates, paraments, 
hymn board, enlarged choir loft with 
curtain, and the purchase of a piano to 
replace the reed organ formerly in use. 


Willow Grove, Pa. The tenth anni- 
versary of the organization of Holy 
Trinity Church, the Rev. Daniel W. 
Nicely pastor, was celebrated October 
27 to November 3. At the opening serv- 
ice on the morning of Reformation 
Sunday, the Rev. Dr. Calvin P. Swank, 
Superintendent of Missions in the Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania Synod, delivered the 
sermon. 

An anniversary fellowship supper 
was held November 1. The Rev. Elmer 
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Can Christianity Save 
Civilization ? 
By WALTER M. HORTON 


“Professor Horton understands to 
the last item of despair the desper- 
ate plight of our world. ... He 
speaks here with an authority to 
match the tragedy of the hour.” 
—N. Y. Herald Tribune. This is 
the moment to welcome this book 
with a thoughtful reading.”—N. Y. 
Times. 
Don’t miss this most discussed book 
on religion of the year! 

5th printing. $2.00 


Anno Domini 
Jesus, History and God 
By KENNETH SCOTT 
LATOURETTE 


“Scholarly, devout, convincing and 
Christ-centered. It confirms the 
impression that Kenneth Latourette 
has become the most vital figure in 
Christian literature today. He is 
accurate, judicial, a sound histor- 
ian; and his Christian philosophy 
places Jesus at the heart of both 
lives and life as the Creator of an 
all-inclusive culture.”—Dr. Daniel 
A. Poling. 


A Philosophy of the 


Christian Revelation 
By EDWIN LEWIS 


“Edwin Lewis’s masterpiece.”— 
Zion’s Herald. “He takes the much 
abused word ‘supernatural’ and 
gives it a necessary place in the 
Christian system of thought.”— 
Christian Advocate. $3.00 


The Two Humanities 
By W. R. DAVIES 


A Christian interpretation of his- 
tory in the light of the war. “Bril- 
liant, provoking, stimulating. All 
who are willing to face unwelcome 
truths should read it.”—Dr. John 
McConnachie. $2.50 


t) 
Harper's 
Topical Concordance 
By CHARLES R. JOY 
The new kind of Bible concordance, 
with 25,000 texts arranged topically 
(not by key-words) for the ready 


reference of preachers, writers and 
Bible students. $3.95 


HARPER & BROTHERS 
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NEW ALTAR CROSS 


Since 1831 Gorham has led all others in crafts- 
manship, quality and design—but Gorham costs 
no more than the ordinary. 

V4467 Brass Altar Cross, a new creation by 
Gorham of modern, inspirational design, meas- 
ures 24 in. high, costs $55.00. Matching candle- 
sticks and vases complete the Altar Set. 
WRITE FOR CATALOG illustrating Altar Set 
and other Ecclesiastical Appointments . Chal- 
ices, Patens, Altar Desks, Communion Sets, Col- 
lection Plates, etc. 


THE GORHAM COMPANY 
ECC. DEPT. LU-3, PROVIDENCE, R. I. 
Name 


Delsone & DeLong 


Formerly of DéLione Burnimare G- 
1505 RACE ST, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


CNARCEL RENOVATIONS 
Sunday School Equipment Etc. 


BROWN- BORHEK CO. associates 
PLANT: BETHLEHEM * PENNA. 
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A CHRISHAN CALENDAR. by © WALTER A MAIER 


P. Truchses, the first pastor of Holy 
Trinity Church, now pastor of St. Paul’s 
Church, Lititz, Pa., and Mrs. Truchses, 
were the guests of the evening. 

The celebration came to a climax 
Sunday morning, November 3, with the 
Rev. Dr. Nathan R. Melhorn, editor of 
THE LUTHERAN, as the preacher. Char- 
ter members of the congregation were 
honored guests at this service, and two 
of them gave brief talks. Louis C. Metz 
spoke as a layman who worked actively 
with the late Silas D. Daugherty, D.D., 
Superintendent of Missions in the for- 
mer East Pennsylvania Synod, to enlist 
the co-operation of Lutherans in the 
community in the establishment of Holy 
Trinity Church. Charles H. Guenst 
spoke as the first living vice-president 
of the congregation. 

A special anniversary offering was 
received at the service on November 3 
to bring the regular payments on the 
new church to a total of $2,000 in ‘ap- 
proximately the last two years. — 


DEACONESS-KINDER- 
GARTNER 


A Tribute to Sister Edith Stagg 


AT THE burial service of Sister Edith 
Stagg, who served St. John’s congre- 
gation, Easton, Pa., for a period of 
thirty-three years, the Rev. Franklin 
K. Fretz paid a high tribute to her 
work as parish deaconess. Among other 
things he said, “We are here today to 
pay our heartfelt respect to her mem- 
ory, to bear our testimony to her worth 
and to the affection in which she was 
held by all. Sister Edith was faithful 
in the discharge of every duty imposed 
upon her. A leading trait of Christian 
character is loyalty to the institution 
or group of which you are a member. 
Fidelity to duty in the position in which 
God places an individual is highly es- 
sential. Sister Edith was always loyal 
to the Motherhouse, to its rector and 
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Devotional Calendar 


Prepared by DR. WALTER A. MAIER 


of LUTHERAN HOUR fame 


The splendid response to our 1940 calendar made 
a second edition necessary, still the supply was far 
short. This demonstrated that Dr. Maier had again 
sensed a public need and met it in his usual master- 
ful way. 

You'll like the Christ-exalting devotional messages 
for each day—the harmonizing prayers—the chal- 
lenging prayer suggestions— the thought-provoking 
sentiment for the day—the appealing hymn verse. 

Secure your copy! Send a copy to your friends! 
What Christmas gift could be more appropriate? 


Combination Wall and Easel Style—IN GIFT BOX. 
Only 70c Postpaid; $6.72 a dozen, plus postage. 
Order from the United Lutheran Publication House, 


or the Publisher. 


ERNST KAUFMANN, INC. 


209 S. STATE ST. 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
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its Directing Sister. She was, at the 
same time, loyal to the pastor and peo- 
ple of the parish she served. She loved 
St. John’s Church and St. John’s 
Church loved her. Her request was ful- 
filled, that she be buried in St. John’s 
burial plot in the Easton Cemetery. 
“One of the outstanding features of 
her work was the organization of a 
Daily Christian Kindergarten, which 
she conducted throughout a period of 
thirty-three years. Many of the leading 
younger citizens of Easton are proud of 
the fact that they are numbered among 
Sister Edith’s alumni. In later years 
this institution became so popular that. 
the number who were on the waiting 
list was as large as the enrollment. In 
several instances, children were en- 
rolled within a few days after birth.” 


From Educator, Rabbi, Priest 

A prominent educator, filling the of- 
fice of supervisor in a New York State 
Teachers’ College, observed Sister 
Edith’s work and her accomplishments 
during the first term and said, “We 
have a teacher for a small group of 
children and several assistants falling 
over themselves asking what to do; we 
use the latest methods in child training, 
we have superb equipment. Sister 
Edith’s methods would not be consid- 
ered modern, but she has accomplished 
far more in real work than we have. It 
compels me to ask whether there is 
something wrong with our methods or 
our teachers?” 

A Jewish rabbi, now holding an im- 
portant position in the educational work 
of his church, whose daughter attended 
the daily kindergarten, said, “The re- 
ligious teaching my daughter received 
in your kindergarten will never be 
eradicated from her mind.” 

A Roman priest said, “I do not en- 
courage any of my parishioners to at- 
tend a Protestant kindergarten, but I 
do want to testify that I have been un- 
able to discover that Sister Edith ever 
did any proselyting among the chil- 
dren of my parish.” 


Tribute of a Pupil 

A high tribute was paid her several 
years ago, when a_ well-groomed, 
bright-looking young lady rang the 
parsonage bell and said she had come 
to pay her respects to the pastor and 
Sister Edith. She had been a kinder- 
garten scholar for two years. Her name 
was “Mollie,” an Italian orphan, not 
wanted by any surviving members of 
her family. They allowed her to attend 
kindergarten. Sister Edith took an in- 
terest in her and she was made “Queen 
of the May” in her second year. Now 
she holds a responsible position in a 
large financial institution in New York. 
As she left she said, “I owe all I am to 
my two years in St. John’s Kinder- 


garten, to its pastor and to Sister 
Edith.” Then she walked up to the 
walls of the church and said, “I could 
kiss every stone in this building.” 

Her work in parish visitation through 
the years was outstanding. She exer- 
ised an influence for good in the so- 


cieties with which she was engaged. 
Her work in our parish will be an in- 
spiration to greater earnestness in 


carrying forward to a higher degree of 


success those things to which she gave 
her best years, and her highest measure 
of devotion. 


Women’s 


“THY KINGDOM COME” 


St. Mark’s CuurcuH, Uniondale, Ind., 
was host to the twenty-first annual 
convention of the Women’s Missionary 
Society of the Indiana Synod, October 
22-24, The opening Communion Serv- 
ice was conducted by the Rev. H. L. 
Walmsley, pastor of the local church, 
assisted by the Rev. H. L. Greenawalt 
of Batesville, Ind. The convention was 
formally opened by the president, Mrs. 
A. C. Jones of Logansport. 

Miss Loye Bayless, of the local 
church, was toastmistress at the fel- 
lowship banquet which was served in 
the church to 165 persons. Mary 
Margaret Justice of Logansport gave an 
interesting message on the Personnel 
of the Young Women’s Congress. High- 
lights of the Triennial Convention at 
Des Moines were presented by Mrs. 
A. C. Jones. Following the banquet 
hour The Children of the Church of 
Uniondale effectively presented the 
pageant, “A Hero of the Church.” 

“Thy Kingdom Come” was the theme 
of the convention and devotions on the 
sub-topics opened each session: “Thy 
Kingdom Come, through the Faith by 
which the Church Lives,’ Mrs. Earl 
Heckathorn; “Thy Kingdom Come, 
through Christian Education,’ Mrs. 
L. H. Wyandt; “Thy Kingdom Come, 
through the Witness of the Church,” 
Mrs. George Grunewald. 

The appeal for “Lutheran World 
Action” was presented by the president 
of synod, H. E. Turney, D.D. 

“Migrant Work” was the subject of 
a very interesting address by’ Mrs. 
L. A. Warren of Fort Wayne. The con- 
viction that the migrant is here to stay 
led her to state that definite help must 
come from each Christian community 
to minister to this army on the move. 

Mrs. John M. Armbruster, mission- 
ary from Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
brought messages from our mission in 
South America. She gave a most in- 


teresting and descriptive account of 


their life and work and impressed upon 
the convention the fact that our Church 
has a real opportunity to serve in this 
land below the Southern Cross. 

Further reports of the Triennial 
Convention were given by Mrs. A. H. 
Keck of Richmond and Mrs. Morten 
Hansen of Indianapolis. 

This convention marked the initial 


Meetings 


effort of the synodical society to meet 
its share in the India Centennial Fund. 
This fund at the close of the conven- 
tion totaled $370.15. 

Two new societies were received: 
First United, Hammond, and St. John’s, 
Nappanee. 

Officers elected were: President, Mrs. 
A. C. Jones, Logansport; vice-pres- 
ident, Mrs. J. A. Swihart, Ft. Wayne; 
recording secretary, Mrs. G. E. Mullen- 
dore, Cicero; treasurer, Mrs. Ed. 
Binder, Columbia City; statistical sec- 
retary, Mrs. Earl Heckathorn, Indian- 
apolis. Mrs. G. E. MULLENDORE. 


NEEDS OF DIACONATE PRESENTED 


The Women’s Missionary Society of 
the New Jersey Conference of the Min- 
isterium of Pennsylvania and Adjacent 
States met for their ninth annual fall 
convention November 6 in Trinity 
Church, Trenton, N. J., the Rev. John 
Matthiesen pastor. 

Mrs. John Matthiesen, president for 
the past three years, presided during 
the convention. Approximately eighty 
delegates and visitors were present. 
The theme of the convention was “Thy 
Kingdom Come.” 

The morning session opened with de- 
votions by Pastor Matthiesen, who used 
as his text Acts 16: 13-16. Mrs. Mar- 
garet Seebach’s beautiful convention 
hymn was sung. Interesting and en- 
lightening reports were made by the 
officers and departmental secretaries. 

The afternoon session was opened by 
the Rev. Stover Crouthamel, who used 
as his text St. Matthew 25: 40. Dr. 
E. F. Bachmann, pastor of the Dea- 
coness Motherhouse in Philadelphia, 
presented the need of the diaconate and 
told of the work done among the spir- 
itually and physically sick, unfortunate, 
and distressed. The call for more dea- 
conesses is a real one. 

Interesting reports were given of the 
national convention in Des Moines, 
Iowa, by Miss Alma Nicolai, Mrs. V. W. 
Quigel, and Mrs. Matthiesen. 

There are fourteen member societies 
in the conference. The newly-elected 
officers are: President, Mrs. Christian 
Madsen; vice-presidents, Mrs. John 
Matthiesen and Mrs. C. W. Quigel; sec- 
retary, Mrs. Harold Muffley; treasurer, 
Mrs. W. M. Weaver. 

: Mrs. Epcar CROUTHAMEL. 
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An artistically 
engraved cross 
of 1/20 of 125 
Carat gold-filled, 
with 16-inch 
chain to match. 


GD-311 $1.00 


One piece of Christ- 
mas jewelry that 
won’t turn green in 


Spring—a solid gold 
cross (%4 inches) 
with 161% inch chain. 


No. 5828 $4.00 


# Lord’s Prayer Bible 
i Locket, 1/20 of 12- 
j Carat gold-filled with 
4 Mother - of - Pearl 
mounting, 18 inch 
chain. 


GD-1012 


A similar 
locket in 
brooch form. 
Gold-filled, 
No. GD- 
1014B, $2.50. 


Write for further descriptions and prices 
on our complete line of jewelry. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 

13th and Spruce Sts., Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 


Chicago Columbia 
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MENEELY 
BELL CO. 


TR Oo’ Y. Bu. YY. 
220BROADWAY, NY. CITY 


Interior and exterior of typical 
two manual WICKS ORGAN. 


ICha 


= 


"R.GEISSLER.INC, 


450 SIXTH AVE.NEAR 0 ST. NEW YORK 


Church Furnishin 


IN CARVED WOOD AND 

MARBLE: BRASS: SILVER 

FABRICS + WINDOWS D 
Bible Markers . . 


CHURCH ens st 


STOLES—CHOIR GOWNS—CA) 
BRASS GOODS—SILK TLAGS— BANNERS 


WM. LEHMBERG & SONS, Inc. 
138 N. TENTH ST., PHILADELPHIA 


EMBROIDERIES 


Aeolian-Skinner 
ANNOUNCES 
a new design for a small 
organ for small churches. 
Full description upon request. 


AEOLIAN-SKINNER ORGAN CO. 


Boston, Mass. 


CHURCH 
PAINTINGS 
Mural and Altar 


JOHN KROGMANN 


ARTIST 
Studio3 3561 W. Fullerton 
hicago 


TWO PRESIDENTS PRESENT 


Tue twelfth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Long Island Conference of the United 
Synod of New York met November 1 
in St. John’s Church, Richmond Hill, 
the Rev. Robert Weiskotten pastor. The 
theme for the devotional reriods was, 
“The Great Invitation—Come Abide— 
In Christ.” The parting command— 
“Go”’—was conducted by Mrs. Charles 
Davis. 

The convention was honored to have 
present both the president of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, 
Mrs. Orville A. Sardeson, and the pres- 
ident of the synodical society, Miss 
Emily C. Knemeyer. Mrs. Sardeson 
spoke on “My Visit to China, Japan 
and India.” Miss Knemeyer gave ‘the 
highlights of the Des Moines Conven- 
tion. Other speakers were Miss Ruth 
Juram, secretary for Promotion, and 
Miss Myrtle Wilke, who told about the 
women of Argentina. 

The officers for the ensuing year are 


as follows: President, Mrs. Werner 
Jentsch; vice-president, Mrs. E. H. 
Wetsel; secretary, Mrs. H. J. Weis- 


kotten; treasurer, Mrs. M. B. Kinkel; 
statistician, Mrs. Erwin Jaxheimer. 
They were installed by Miss Emily 
Knemeyer, president. W. ScHwas. 


“THE MINISTER IN THE 
CARE OF SOULS” 


The Lutheran Pastoral Association of 
Bethlehem, Pa., and Vicinity has chosen 
for its theme for 1940-41, “The Minister 
in the Care of Souls.” At their first 
meeting September 9 Dr. Emil E. 
Fischer of the Philadelphia Theological 
Seminary, presented the subject, “The 
Minister’s Own Advancement and Ef- 
ficiency.” Subjects to be discussed at 
the future monthly meetings will be: 
“The Office of Intercessory Prayer,” by 
Dr. J. F. Stolte; “The Quidance of 
Youth,” by Dr. J. Gould Wickey; “The 
Study and Disposition of Specific 
Cases,” by Dr. Paul J. Hoh; “The Con- 
sultation with the Individual,’ by Dr. 
F. K. Fretz; “The Application of the 
Gospel,” by Dr. W. C. Schaeffer; “The 
Development of the Group,” by Dr. 
Conrad Wilker; “The Stimulation of 
Growth Into the Fulness of Christ,” 
by Dr. J. F. Lambert. 

A union Reformation Service was 
held in St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 
Bethlehem, on the evening of October 
27, with Theodore G. Tappert, D.D., 
professor of Church History at the 
Philadelphia Theological Seminary, as 
the speaker. A pre-Lenten communion 
will be held in Rosemont Lutheran 
Church on the morning of February 24; 
the sermon will be delivered by the 


THE LUTHERAN ~ 


president of the Allentown Pastoral 
Association. A Service for Catechumens. 
will be held in Trinity Church on the 
afternoon of March 30; the Rev. Walter 
R. Krouse, pastor of Christ Church,. 
Allentown, will preach the sermon. 

The president of this association is: 
the Rev. Earl Kreidler; secretary and 
treasurer, the Rev. Donald L. Stein- 
hauer; and chaplain, Preston A. Laury,. 
D.D. These pastors meet the first Sun- 
day in each month in Holy Trinity 
Church, Bethlehem. 


NIPPON SUKUIN 


Newly-enacted Law ia Japan Complied 
With by Lutherans 


Unnber the new law religious groups, 
to be recognized, must have at least 
fifty congregations and 5,000 members. 
In order to comply in every respect 
delegates to the recent biennial con- 
vention of the United Lutheran Church 
voted to combine U. L. C. congrega- 
tions in Japan with those of the Lu- 
theran Gospel Association of Finland. 

The new organization is called Nip- 
pon Sukuin, which means “the denom- 
ination of the Japan Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church.” This union creates a 
body of 13 ordained missionaries, 25 
women missionaries, 60 Japanese pas- 
tors, 56 congregations, and 7,400 mem- 
bers. To retain proper contact with 
their home countries, the United States. 
and Finland, the missionary organiza- 
tions will remain separate but the 
Church will function as one united 
whole —National Lutheran Council 
Bulletin. 


IN MEMORIAM 
The Rev. Julius W. Paetznick 


Whereas it has pleased our Omniscient 
Heavenly Father in His all-gracious Mercy to 
call home to his eternal rest from earthly cares 
and labors, our former beloved and respected 
spiritual counselor and pastor, the Rev. Julius 
W. Paetznick: and 

Whereas by his passing the Christian church 
has suffered the irreparable loss of a truly 
devout and zealous Christian laborer and 
teacher in the service of His beloved Master, 
disseminating his spiritual knowledge untir- 
ingly to the everlasting glory of God and the 
upbuilding of His Kingdom; the radiance of 
whose efforts shall continue to glow in the 
many hearts he touched and comforted with 
God’s Holy Word long after his mortal being 
shall have passed into oblivion: and 

Whereas by his departure his wife and chil- 
dren have lost a devoted and lovi husband 
and father, and Trinity Lutheran Church of 
Herkimer, N. Y., a loyal friend and benefactor: 
be it therefore 

Resolved: That we the officers of this church 
do hereby extend our sincere and heartfelt 
sympathy and that of the entire congregation 
to the sorrowing family: and be it further 

Resolved: That a copy of these resolutions 
be sent to the bereaved wife and family, a 
copy spread upon the minutes of this church 
and a copy sent to THe LurHeran for publica- 
tion, in accordance with action taken at a 
meeting of the church council October 14, 1940. 

Trinity LuTHERAN CHuRcH CoUNCIL 
John H. Glover, Sec. 


RESIGNATION 


Norman D. Goehring, D.D., formerly pastor 
of the University Lutheran ‘Church at Cam- 
bridge, Mass., has resigned from the ministry 
of the Lutheran Church. 

Samuel Trexler, President, 
United Lutheran Synod of New York. 


December 4, 1940 


on CHRISTY 
*COMPUNE 


BY WILLIAM C. SKEATH 


| Gue Them BOOKS 


THE CHRISTMAS COMPANION (New). Edited by John Hadfield. 
An anthology of Christmas lore, inspiring and entertaining. The book 
contains poems by 60 different authors, twelve carefully selected stories, 
also many favorite carols and games—something of Christmas from every 
corner of the world and for every need. 
Illustrated with photographs and carols, $2.00. 


THE JOYFUL MYSTERY (New). By William C. Skeath. 

The old story of the Christmas miracle told in a manner that is new, 
yet preserving all the mystery and dignity of the story as first told. Writ- 
ten in simple and beautiful prose, this book is worthy of a place among 


noteworthy narratives of this character. It will give all who read it a more 
reverent understanding of the birth of Christ. $1.50. 


CHRISTMAS (1940), An American Annual of Christmas Literature 
and Art. 

This charming book, full of the quaint, crisp charm of the Christmas 
season, contains many beautiful, colored reproductions of Nativity art, 
full page photographs, words and music of songs, poems and stories by 
well-known authors. It brings to mind all the warm little joys of the season. 


Price, Paper, $1.00; Cloth, $2.00. 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL. By Charles Dickens. 
McKay Gift Edition. Cloth Bound. Gilt Stamped Cover. Jacket in 


gilt paper with cover illustration. Large type.Eight full-page color illus- 
trations. A fine value for children. Was $1.25. NOW 50 cents. 


AT CHRISTMAS TIME the World Grows Young. By Amy Bruner Almy. 
A book of Christmas stories in which the Christmas carol finds large 


place. A gift book suitable for a wide range of readers. $1.50. 


STORIES TO READ AT CHRISTMAS (New). By Elsie Singmaster. 

A collection of Christmas stories for twelve to fourteen-year-olds 
describing the Yuletide in a variety of American homes and under many 
different circumstances. Many of the stories can be easily adapted for 
dramatization. Illustrated with line cuts. $2.00. 


Send for HOLIDAY CATALOG containing a complete listing of gift books. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 


Chicago 


THIRTEENTH AND SPRUCE STREETS, PHILADELPHIA 


Columbia Pittsburgh 
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THE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 


Social Security Plan 


Contribution of Minister— Contribution of Congregation or other 
5 per cent of Salary Employing Agency—S5 per cent of Salary 


(Where house is supplied add 15 per cent to salary) 


Illustrations of annuity beginning upon retirement provided to member with 
50 per cent continued to widow of same age. ae 


ANNUAL SALARY 


te $1,200 $1,500 $2,100 $2,400 
gee Retirement at Age 65 
30 $521 $651 $912 $1,042 
35 410 SMe Ath 820 
40 314 J 550 628 
45 Doe 289 405 464 
50 160 200 280 220 
Retirement at Age 68 
30 654 818 1,145 1,308 
59 o21 651 912 1,042 
40 406 508 JAA 812 
45 307 384 231 614 
50 222 207 388 444 
Retirement at Age 70 
30 763 993 i Fo Be 1,526 
55 611 764 1,070 1222 
40 481 601 842 962 
45 369 461 645 738 
50 2742 340 476 544 


BASIS: Contributions of Member, 5%. Contributions of congregations, 5% less 4 of 1% for expenses. 
Total contributions accumulated, 914%. 
Interest at 3% compounded annually. 
Annuity payments at end of month. 


To begin when 500 ministers and congregations have enrolled. 
A plan for lay workers is being considered and will be announced subsequently. 


THE BOARD OF MINISTERIAL PENSIONS AND RELIEF 


a) 
a 


